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Welcome! 
Embarking on the journey towards a veterinary degree can seem a 
daunting prospect. Courses are long, the profession is highly 
respected, and many prospective applicants are often told how 
competitive it is to secure a place. However, while the application 
process can feel challenging, there is a great deal of support 
available to help you explore whether veterinary medicine is the 
right path for you. One of the best ways to gain insight into the 
profession and veterinary education is by attending the events 
and programmes run by veterinary schools to support widening 
participation. 

These events are designed to help prospective students better 
understand what studying veterinary medicine involves, what 
admissions tutors are looking for, and the many different 
pathways available into the profession. They offer an opportunity 
to hear directly from veterinary students, academic staff and 
admissions teams, as well as to ask questions, explore facilities 
and gain a clearer picture of what life at veterinary school is really 
like. For many students, attending these events can make the 
application process feel much more accessible and achievable. 

It is important to remember that you do not need a “veterinary 
background” to pursue a veterinary career. Many successful 
applicants have had little or no prior connection to the profession 
before beginning their application journey. Veterinary schools are 
committed to ensuring that talented students from all 
backgrounds are encouraged to consider a veterinary career, 
whether in clinical practice or in the many scientific, public 
health, research and policy roles available to veterinary 
graduates. Attending widening participation events can be an 
excellent first step in understanding these opportunities and 
building confidence in your own potential. 

Photo Credit: Veterinary Students and Scholars, Photographed 
by Phoebe Davies for Culture Roots Colletive 2026 
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Widening participation  

Under-represented groups 

UK veterinary schools seek to increase the participation of under-represented groups 
in veterinary education and the veterinary profession – in particular, Black, Asian and 
minority ethnic candidates. These groups are under-represented in the profession 
because (1) These students are more likely to have experienced educational 
disadvantage – see below – or (2) these students are less likely to have considered, or 
been encouraged to consider, veterinary medicine as a career. VSC is keen for all 
potential applicants to consider a veterinary career, be that in practice or in the wide 
variety of scientific and administrative fields available to veterinary graduates. 
Applicants should be aware that only a small number of students currently entering UK 
vet schools have what might be considered a ‘veterinary background’, such as a close 
family member who is a vet. Selection for our courses is in no way based on ‘who you 
know’, so you should not be put off applying because you do not know a vet.  

Disadvantaged applicants  

VSC is committed to promoting applications by candidates who have experienced 
educational or financial disadvantage. UK veterinary schools strongly encourage such 
students to apply and will consider their circumstances during the selection process. 
In addition, each higher education institution in the UK has agreed with the Office for 
Students an ‘Access and Participation Plan’, which details how it promotes equality of 
opportunity – available at www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance.  

How veterinary schools widen participation in their courses and the 
profession 

It is important that access to veterinary training is available to as many people as 
possible, and within each of the following course pages, you will find information about 
the widening participation measures on offer at each school. For example, this might 
include bursaries, reduced entry requirements, or gateway programmes. The activities, 
funding and special arrangements that each school offer are available to applicants 
whose circumstances indicate they are from a disadvantaged or underrepresented 
group, with each school setting their own criteria. This could be determined according 
to a range of parameters, such as nationally-recognised postcode based databases of 
educational disadvantage or low participation in higher education, eligibility for free 
schools meals, declared household income, or a history of having been in care. 

http://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance
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WP Vet Schools Network Resources  

The Widening Participation Vet Schools Network (WPVSN) is formed of 
representatives from all UK vet schools and other veterinary organisations 
across the UK. We recognise that not all students applying to vet school have 
equal opportunities when it comes to accessing the information and 
opportunities needed to pursue a career in veterinary medicine. Together, we 
work to help provide this information and support those from the most under-
represented backgrounds to pursue a degree and career in veterinary medicine 
and widen access to the veterinary profession.  

 

All UK vet schools are committed to widening access and welcome applications 
from students with diverse backgrounds. Your application might benefit from 
additional consideration in the selection process or you could be admitted based on 
minimum entry requirements.  

Our aim is to ensure everyone receives the appropriate support to successfully 
pursue a veterinary education and embark on a fulfilling career in veterinary 
medicine, wherever this may take them.   

Here you will find a list of useful resources, organisations and funding opportunities 
that can help you pursue your future veterinary studies.  

Scholarships: 

• UCAS WP information on Scholarships, grants and bursaries 
• IVC Evidensia – Diversity Scholarship  
• Grants and funding collected by the British Veterinary Ethnicity and Diversity 

Society (BVEDS)  
• Helena Kennedy Foundation bursary 
• RVC Scholarships & Bursaries 

https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/scholarships-grants-and-bursaries/widening-participation
ivcevidensia.co.uk/ethnic-diversity
https://padlet.com/bveds2016/omvz4t9nk4mid0y2
https://padlet.com/bveds2016/omvz4t9nk4mid0y2
https://www.hkf.org.uk/hkf-awards/
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/scholarships-and-bursaries
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Support and information:  

• British Veterinary Ethnicity and Diversity Society (BVEDS) 

• British Veterinary Association (BVA) - Applying to study veterinary medicine guide 

• My Vet Future (secondary pupils) 

• Sharing experiences of life at vet school 

• AVS Getting into vet school guide 

• Animal Aspirations  

• Vets in Diversity Podcast: Spotify 

https://bveds.com/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/undergraduate/outreach-and-schools-liaison/%20teacheradvice
https://www.vetrecordjobs.com/myvetfuture/%20vetfuture-secondary-school/
https://www.vetrecordjobs.com/%20myvetfuture/article/sharing-experiences-life-at-vet-school-may-yean/?fbclid=IwAR1O%202QMe7Xsdzh59SpoRVRqFTQmPb1cFu-tORcJWTc8-t81CZ7c0bfyO4t8
https://www.avsukireland.co.uk/getting-into-vetschool
https://www.animalaspirations.com/
https://open.spotify.com/%20show/5PJXgyA158BxX9Rh1KEvXG?si=34190fb4b8174b6c%20Apple:%20https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/vets-in-diversity-podcast/%20id1606209157
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University of 
Aberystwyth  
 
Aberystwyth University School of Veterinary 
Sciences, Penglais Campus, Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion, SY23 3FL, Wales, UK 
 
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/vet-sci/  
 

 
 
 

 

 

As Wales’s first veterinary school, the Aberystwyth School of Veterinary Sciences offers 
an innovative, collaborative five-year BVSc degree in partnership with the Royal 
Veterinary College (RVC). This unique program seamlessly combines Aberystwyth 
University’s century-long expertise in animal and biological sciences with the RVC’s 
global standing as a top-ranked veterinary institution. Students spend their first two 
years studying at Aberystwyth before transitioning to the RVC's Hawkshead Campus in 
Hertfordshire for their final three years of clinical training. 

The curriculum places a strong emphasis on mixed rural veterinary practice, ensuring 
graduates are equally competent with domestic pets, equine patients, and large 
agricultural animals. From the outset, students benefit from exceptional hands-on 
learning across university-owned farms spanning over 800 hectares of diverse 
environments, which feature advanced robotic milking systems, beef and sheep herds, 
and the specialized Lluest Equine Centre. Additionally, the school strongly supports 
cultural and regional identity by offering Welsh-speaking students the dedicated 
opportunity to undertake specific parts of their coursework bilingually during their time 
in Aberystwyth. 

https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/vet-sci/
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Science Enrichment Days 
 
Typical Dates: Janurary 
Location: Aberystwyth University 
Age Range: Year 9 (13-14 years old) 
Number of Places: 200 
Costs: No Costs 

 
Eligibility: 
Qualifying schools within Ceredigion and 
neighbouring counties 

 
Description: 
The Enrichment Days are delivered as a 
series of on-campus events for local 
secondary schools, offering students a 
structured and engaging experience. Each 
visit includes a welcome session followed by 
a range of academic workshops across 
different subject areas, including 
opportunities to explore veterinary and 
animal science. The programme is designed 
to support pupils at a key transition point 
before GCSE choices, encouraging interest 
in STEM, showcasing university facilities, and 
strengthening connections with local 
schools.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Attending the Enrichment Days gives 
students valuable insight into university life 
and a wide range of subject areas, helping 
them make more informed GCSE choices. 
Through hands-on academic sessions, 
including areas such as veterinary and 
animal science, pupils can explore new 
interests and build confidence in STEM 
subjects. The experience also familiarises 
students with university facilities and 
learning environments, raising aspirations 
and making higher education feel more 
accessible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Students reported that the Enrichment Days were enjoyable, engaging, and 
informative, with many highlighting the hands-on academic sessions as a 
key highlight. Veterinary and animal science workshops were particularly 

popular, giving pupils a chance to experience subjects they had not 
encountered before. Many students said the day helped them feel more 
confident about their GCSE choices and increased their interest in STEM 

subjects. 
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Widening Participation Residential Visits 
 
Typical Dates: Late June/Early July 
Location: Aberystwyth University 
Age Range: Year 12 (16-17 years old) 
Number of Places: 400 
Costs: No Costs 
 
 
Description: 
The WP Residential programme delivers a 
series of targeted overnight visits for WP 
partner schools, with each school bringing 
up to 50 pupils. 
Each visit follows a structured two-day 
itinerary designed to give students a 
meaningful experience of university life. 
Pupils take part in a range of academic taster 
sessions across different subjects, including 
opportunities to explore areas such as 
veterinary and animal science; attend 
sessions focused on higher education, 
personal statements, and student life; and 
engage in social activities during their stay. 
The programme also includes campus and 
National Library tours, providing students 
with a well-rounded insight into studying at 
university.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eligibility: 
Qualifying schools within Wales 
 
 
 
 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Attending the AU Residential programme 
gives students valuable first-hand 
experience of university life, helping to build 
confidence and raise aspirations for higher 
education. Through academic taster 
sessions, including subjects such as 
veterinary and animal science, students can 
explore potential areas of study and make 
more informed choices about their future. 
The programme also supports personal 
development by improving independence, 
social skills, and familiarity with a university 
environment. In addition, sessions on higher 
education, personal statements, and 
student life provide practical guidance, 
helping students feel more prepared and 
confident about the application process and 
transitioning to university. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Previous participants highlighted the residential as an engaging and inspiring 
experience that helped them feel more confident about university. Many 

students enjoyed the opportunity to try new subjects through the academic 
sessions, with several noting that areas like veterinary and animal science 

sparked new interests or confirmed existing ambitions. 

Students also valued the chance to experience living on campus, describing it 
as exciting and a real insight into student life. The social activities were 

frequently mentioned as a highlight, helping them make new friends and feel 
more comfortable in a university environment. 
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Additional Support 
Aberystwyth University offers 4 Veterinary Science-related scholarships and bursaries, in 
collaboration with Royal Veterinary College.  

• RVC means-tested Bursary 
• Defi Fet Scholarship - £500 a year 
• Vet Start Bursaries - £500 
• Welsh-medium Study Bursary - £400 a year 

 
Click here for more information on our Veterinary Science scholarships and bursaries.  
 
Students are encouraged to apply for as many bursaries as they wish but the university 
reserves the right to prioritise applications from students who have not already received one 
of the Veterinary School awards. 
 
Students enrolled on the Veterinary Science course also have access to the full range of 
services offered by our Student Support & Careers Services, including the Hardship Fund. 

 

 

https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/study-with-us/ug-studies/scholarships/veterinary-science/
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/studentservices/
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University of Bristol  
 
Bristol Vet School, Langford House, Langford, 
Bristol, BS40 5DU  
 
www.bristol.ac.uk/vet-school  
 
choosebristol-ug@bristol.ac.uk  

 

 

Bristol is one of the most 
popular and successful 
universities in the UK, ranked 
8th in the UK and 57th in the 
world in the QS World University 
Rankings 2027. Bristol 
Veterinary School is a world-
leading veterinary school within 
the University of Bristol, offering 
study routes in Veterinary 
Science, Veterinary Nursing, 
postgraduate study and 
research. Based at the Langford 
Campus, the School supports practical, clinical and scientific training, with facilities 
and services including Langford Vets, diagnostic services, veterinary pathology, post-
mortem services and clinical animal behaviour. Its Veterinary Science programmes are 
accredited by major professional bodies, including the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, the American Veterinary Medical Association and the European Association 
of Establishments for Veterinary Education. The School has a long history of veterinary 
education and research, celebrating 75 years in 2024, and its work has contributed to 
animal health, welfare, food security, antimicrobial resistance, disease detection and 
conservation. 

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/vet-school
mailto:choosebristol-ug@bristol.ac.uk
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2026/june/university-of-bristol-ranked-8th-in-uk-in-latest-qs-world-university-rankings.html
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2026/june/university-of-bristol-ranked-8th-in-uk-in-latest-qs-world-university-rankings.html
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Vet Vibes: Veterinary Taster Day 
2026: Vet Vibes: Veterinary Taster Day | Bristol Veterinary School | University of Bristol 
 
Typical Dates: 2026: 28 March 2026, 9.00 
AM - 28 March 2026, 4.00 PM 
Location: Bristol Veterinary School, Langford 
House, Langford, Bristol, BS40 5DU 
Age Range: This event is primarily aimed at 
school years 10 and 11, but all ages are 
welcome to apply. 
Number of Places: 50 
Costs: No Costs 

 
Eligibility: 
Any students that are eligible for a contextual 
offer through a Widening Participation 
initiative can apply and attend for free; 
further eligibility details can be found 
here Contextual Offers 
 

 
Description: 
A day of talks, activities and workshops for 
those interested in a career in the veterinary 
professions. You will experience a full day of 
interactive sessions to discover more about 
the pathway to becoming a qualified 
veterinary professional and the many career 
options open to you.  
 
You’ll meet and engage with current students 
and veterinary school staff and experience 
taster teaching, practical and research 
sessions, some of which may include live 
animals. 
 
This is a free event to encourage and support 
students from a wide range of backgrounds 
to apply for veterinary careers. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
To encourage and support students from a 
wide range of backgrounds to apply for 
veterinary careers.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

I found all the activities 
extremely engaging and useful, 
the taster session opened my 

mind to the positively of 
working outside of the UK after 
graduating  and makes Bristol 

stand out from others 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/vet-school/events/2026/veterinary-taster-day.html
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
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Access to Bristol 
Access to Bristol | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Typical Dates: 29 October (online), 5 
November, 12 November, 19 November, 26 
November, 3 December (on campus) 
Location: 1 online Study Skills Session, 5 on 
campus sessions (1 on Langford campus, 4 
on Clifton Campus) 
Age Range: Students taking A-levels, BTECs, 
Access to HE courses or equivalents 
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: No Costs 
 
 
Description: 
The Access to Bristol scheme is for local 
students taking A-levels, BTECs, Access to 
HE courses or equivalents.  
 

● A unique way to experience what 
studying at the University of Bristol as 
a local student might be like 

● A chance to discover more about a 
subject you are interested in from 
current university students and 
academic staff 

● A fantastic enrichment opportunity 
that will offer tailored information, 
advice and guidance to help students 
make an informed decision about 
higher education 

 
For further information about the scheme, 
please read our Access to Bristol Brochure 
2025-26 (PDF, 4,719kB) 
 

 
Eligibility: 
The scheme is only open to students who 
meet all of the following criteria. 

• a Home fee student; 

• attend a state school or college; 

• resident in a BA, BS or other local 
postcode within an hour's journey of 
the University of Bristol (including 
South Wales); 

• first or second year of A-Level study 
(or equivalent); 

• Meeting GCSE entry requirements for 
their chosen subject and have the 
potential to meet the contextual entry 
requirements for their chosen course. 

 

If a subject stream is oversubscribed, we 
will prioritise students who meet our 
widening participation criteria. 
 

Benefits of Taking Part 
Guaranteed contextual offer or interview 
If you successfully complete the Access to 
Bristol scheme, and depending on the 
course(s) that you choose to apply for, you 
may be eligible for a guaranteed contextual 
offer or interview to study at Bristol provided 
you meet the contextual entry requirements 
for that course. For courses that do not 
routinely interview as part of the admissions 
process, you will be guaranteed a contextual 
offer (typically two A-Level grades below 
standard entry requirements) to study at 
Bristol. Please note that terms and 
conditions apply.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

I owe my university experience to Access to Bristol - without the programme, I would 
not be where I am today. Knowing I had the contextual offer in my back pocket allowed 

me to control some of that A Level exam stress, but also motivated me to achieve those 
grades so that I could go to Bristol, as the Access to Bristol programme really made me 

want to go here. 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/study/outreach/access-to-bristol/access-to-bristol-brochure-2025-2026.jpg.pdf
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/study/outreach/access-to-bristol/access-to-bristol-brochure-2025-2026.jpg.pdf
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/fee-status/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
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Virtual Summer School 
Virtual Summer School | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Typical Dates: 2026 dates: 26th, 27th, 28th 
May 
Location: Online 
Age Range: Students must be in year 12 (or 
equivalent level of study) in the 2025-26 
academic year (and under 18 during the 
summer school dates) 
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: No Costs 
 
 
Description: 
The Virtual Summer School is open to Year 
12 students and offers many of the benefits 
of an in-person program but is accessed 
online via Zoom. 
 
The three-day event comprises academic 
talks, social sessions, and information, 
advice and guidance to help you make 
informed choices about your future options 
in Higher Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
The scheme is only open to students who 
meet all of the following criteria.  
a Home fee student; 
attend a state school or college; 
resident in a BA, BS or other local postcode 
within an hour's journey of the University of 
Bristol (including South Wales); 
first or second year of A-Level study (or 
equivalent); 
academic ability to study at University of 
Bristol (meeting GCSE entry requirements for 
their chosen subject and studying required 
Level 3 subjects). Applicants must have the 
potential to meet the contextual entry 
requirements for their chosen course. 
 
If a subject stream is oversubscribed, we will 
prioritise students who meet our widening 
participation criteria. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Guaranteed contextual offer or interview 
 
If you successfully complete the Access to 
Bristol scheme, and depending on the 
course(s) that you choose to apply for, you 
may be eligible for a guaranteed contextual 
offer or interview to study at Bristol provided 
you meet the contextual entry requirements 
for that course. 
 
For courses that do not routinely interview as 
part of the admissions process, you will be 
guaranteed a contextual offer (typically two 
A-Level grades below standard entry 
requirements) to study at Bristol. 
Please note that terms and conditions apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I really enjoyed the mentor 
sessions as it allowed us to 

answer a question about any 
topic. The mentors were 

incredibly helpful and I loved 
how interactive the sessions 

were. Every question I had was 
answered really well. It was 

extremely well organised and I 
would recommend this 

summer school to everyone 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/virtual-summer-school/
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Insight into Bristol 
Insight into Bristol summer school | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Typical Dates: 2026 dates: Tuesday 28th - 
Friday 31st July 
Location: On campus (in 2025 this included: 
University of Bristol accommodation, Clifton 
Campus, Langford Campus, City of Bristol) 
Age Range: Students must be in year 12 (or 
equivalent level of study) in the 2025-26 
academic year (and under 18 during the 
summer school dates) 
Number of Places:  
Costs: No cost 
 
 
Description: 
Participants in the summer school will get 
the opportunity to experience student life at 
the University of Bristol by: 

• staying in student accommodation 
• meeting similar students from across 

the UK 
• exploring the City of Bristol 
• attending academic sessions in an 

assigned subject stream delivered by 
our world-leading academics 

• getting to know current University of 
Bristol students, including some of 
our student societies 

• taking part in social activities 
throughout the week 

• receiving information, advice and 
guidance to equip you to navigate to a 
top UK university 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Eligibility:  
Applicants must meet all of the essential 
criteria:  

• eligible for home fee status;  
• attend a state (non fee-paying) 

school, sixth form, or college; 
• be in year 12 (or equivalent level of 

study) in the 2025-26 academic year 
(and under 18 during the summer 
school dates);  

• Have academic ability to study at the 
University of Bristol; 

• Have not participated in any other 
University of Bristol outreach 
programmes; 

• Identify as Asian, Black, or of mixed 
heritage featuring one of these 
groups. We will also consider 
applications from students who 
identify as belonging to another 
racially minoritised ethnic group 
where these students meet multiple 
priority criteria.  

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Guaranteed contextual offer or interview 
If you successfully complete the Access to 
Bristol scheme, and depending on the 
course(s) that you choose to apply for, you 
may be eligible for a guaranteed contextual 
offer or interview to study at Bristol provided 
you meet the contextual entry requirements 
for that course. For courses that do not 
routinely interview as part of the admissions 
process, you will be guaranteed a contextual 
offer (typically two A-Level grades below 
standard entry requirements) to study at 
Bristol. 
Please note that terms and conditions apply. 
 
 

 

It gave me a chance to meet 
new people and interact with 

them and become friends. Also 
the sessions were intriguing 
and interesting as we learnt 

more about the subject stream 
and what topics you will learn if 

you choose it 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/insight/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/insight/#subjectstreams
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/fee-status/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
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Next Step Bristol 
Next Step Bristol | Study at Bristol | University 
of Bristol 
 
Typical Dates: 2025 dates: 6 Nov, 13 Nov, 20 
Nov, 8 Jan online sessions, 29 Nov campus 
visit 
Location: In 2025: 4 Online session, 1 
campus visit (Clifton Campus) 
Age Range: Students must be in their final 
year of A-level study (or equivalent) 
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: One on-campus event with a travel 
bursary to support attendance 
 
Description: 
This programme is a collaboration between 
current students, societies and the Widening 
Participation team. You will receive advice, 
information and support during your final 
year of school or college and we will support 
your transition to becoming a University of 
Bristol student via a series of virtual events. 
 
Examples of events include a programme 
launch, with a student panel for your 
questions; transparent conversations about 
the lived experience of Asian and Black 
students at Bristol; academic taster sessions 
and student-led society events. You will also 
receive support with your UCAS and student 
finance applications and, where applicable, 
support with interviews (for Medicine and 
Dentistry applicants) and information about 
the support you can receive when you are a 
student at the University of Bristol.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Eligibility: 
Applicants must meet all of the essential 
criteria:  

• eligible for home fee status;  
• attend a state (non fee-paying) 

school, sixth form, or college; 
• be in year 12 (or equivalent level of 

study) in the 2025-26 academic year 
(and under 18 during the summer 
school dates);  

• Have academic ability to study at the 
University of Bristol; 

• Have not participated in any other 
University of Bristol outreach 
programmes; 

• Identify as Asian, Black, or of mixed 
heritage featuring one of these 
groups. We will also consider 
applications from students who 
identify as belonging to another 
racially minoritised ethnic group 
where these students meet multiple 
priority criteria (below).  

•  
Benefits of Taking Part 
Guaranteed contextual offer or interview 
If you successfully complete the Access to 
Bristol scheme, and depending on the 
course(s) that you choose to apply for, you 
may be eligible for a guaranteed contextual 
offer or interview to study at Bristol provided 
you meet the contextual entry requirements 
for that course. For courses that do not 
routinely interview as part of the admissions 
process, you will be guaranteed a contextual 
offer (typically two A-Level grades below 
standard entry requirements) to study at 
Bristol. 
Please note that terms and conditions apply. 
 
 
 

Being able to network with 
like-minded peers and I 

enjoyed that current 
university students were 

beneficial in answering any 
questions we had and were 
open to us and our queries. 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/nextstep/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/nextstep/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/fee-status/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/
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Additional Support 
Gateway to Veterinary Science course 
BVSc Gateway to Veterinary Science | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Bristol Scholars 
Bristol Scholars | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Discover Bristol 
Discover Bristol | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Mature Pathway to Bristol 
Mature Pathway to Bristol | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
The Destinations Conference 
The Destinations Conference | Study at Bristol | University of Bristol 
 
Bursaries, awards and scholarships 
Bursaries and scholarships | Current students | University of Bristol 

 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/2026/vet-science/bvsc-gateway-to-veterinary-science/#overview
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/scholars/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/discover-bristol/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/mature/mature-pathway-to-bristol/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/destinations-conference/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/students/support/finances/scholarships/?filterfee_status=&filterstudy_stage=&filterstudy_level=&filterstudy_mode=&filterfunding_category=&sort=Title-Asc&page=1
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University of Cambridge 
 
Department of Veterinary Medicine, Madingley Road, 
Cambridge CB3 0ES 
 
www.vet.cam.ac.uk  
 
admissions.enquiries@vet.cam.ac.uk  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Cambridge is an exciting and 
welcoming place to train to be a vet. A 
major focus of our course is its 
practical emphasis - from first-week 
hands-on experience in handling major 
domestic species, to the all-clinics final 
year. Our veterinary students are also 
immersed in the scientific environment 
of the world’s premier science 
university, and all our non-graduate-
entry students complete a full 
Cambridge BA degree in their third year in a subject of their choice. The ‘Cambridge 
experience’ is unique: all our students are members of a college, a small community of 
students taking a wide range of subjects, which often becomes their major social hub, 
as well as providing superb sporting and recreation facilities, as well as unmatched 
pastoral, academic and financial support. Finally, Cambridge is a beautiful place to 
spend your university years, and our clinical school is ten minutes’ cycle from the city 
centre – closer than most, so you always have speedy access to all the city has to offer. 
Our admissions process focuses on aptitude for science, so if you are doing well in 
science/maths at school, you may find Cambridge is the vet school at which you are 
most likely to secure a place. 

 

http://www.vet.cam.ac.uk/
mailto:admissions.enquiries@vet.cam.ac.uk
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Sutton Trust Summer School in Veterinary Medicine 
Sutton Trust Summer School in Veterinary Medicine 
 
Typical Dates: Every August, one week  
Location: Cambridge University 
Age Range: Year 12/13 / S5/6 
Number of Places: 12 
Costs: None 
 
 
Description: 
This 5-day, subject-specific residential 
offers an insight into what it is like to 
study Veterinary Medicine at 
Cambridge, including academic 
teaching and social life – and web-
based guidance will take place before 
and after this week. During the day you 
will be taught by world-leading experts 
who will guide you through new areas 
of study, introducing you to the depth 
and breadth of the Cambridge 
veterinary course. This will include a 
tour of the clinical facilities, a chance 
to try some dissection, and 
participation in a group project. In 
addition, you will receive guidance 
about our admission process. 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
UK state school students, most likely to be 
selected if meet one or more of these criteria: Care 
Experienced, Refugee or Asylum Seeker, Eligible 
for Free School Meals at any time in the past 6 
years, Caring Responsibility, Home Post Code (IMD 
Q1 or 2). Other criteria also considered – see 
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/eligibility/ 
  
Academic: Have attained a minimum of GCSE 
grade 8 or National 5 grade A in Chemistry. In 
addition, students must also currently be studying 
Chemistry AND 1 subject in either 
Maths/Biology/Physics at A Level, IB, Scottish 
Higher or equivalent. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
By the end of the Summer School, we hope that 
you will leave inspired by veterinary Mdeicine, with 
new knowledge and skills for your final year of 
school. We hope, too, that you’ll be able to make 
an informed decision about what you decide to do 
next. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cambridge summer schools scores 
consistently well for increases in 

participants’ self-assessed scores 
including  ‘I feel confident about making 
a university application’, ‘I feel confident 

about writing a personal statement’, ‘I 
know what studying at university would 
be like’ and ‘I would fit in well socially 

with others at university.’ 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/summer-schools
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/eligibility/
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/eligibility/
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STEM SMART (Subject Mastery and Attainment Raising 
Tuition) 
Cambridge STEM SMART 
 
Typical Dates: January of year 12, 
lasting 16 months 
Location: Both online, and in-person 
at Cambridge University 
Age Range: Year 12 / S5 
Number of Places: 3000 across all 
science subjects. 
Costs: None 
 
 
Description: 
STEM SMART is a widening 
participation initiative from the 
University of Cambridge in association 
with Isaac Science, to provide free, 
complementary teaching and support 
for the science aspects of your 
application – it does not cover the 
vocational aspects. 
  
It is divided into three phases – (1) 
Consolidating Knowledge and Building 
Problem-Solving Skills, (2) Preparing 
for Application to Competitive 
Universities and (3) Securing Strong 
Examination Performance and 
Achievement. It includes tutorials, 
mentoring, set work, live talks, and a 
residential. 
 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility:  
Students who currently attend a UK maintained 
school (non-fee paying school) or are currently self-
studying UK students who will be 21 years or over 
when starting university (mature students) AND 
have either experienced educational disadvantage 
or belong to a group that is statistically less likely to 
progress to higher education. Many criteria also 
considered – see 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-
smart 
Veterinary Medicine is a supported subject. 
  
Academic: Have attained a minimum of GCSE 
grade 8 or National 5 grade A in Chemistry. In 
addition, students must also currently be studying 
Chemistry AND 1 subject in either 
Maths/Biology/Physics at A Level, IB, Scottish 
Higher or equivalent. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Veterinary Medicine is at its core a scientific career, 
and the aim of this programme is to hone your 
scientific skills in preparing a strong application for 
university, and to support you in meeting your 
offers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart
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Apply: Cambridge 
Apply: Cambridge 
 
Typical Dates: June of Year 12 to 
January of Year 13 
Location: Online 
Age Range: Year 12 start / S5 
Number of Places: 4500 in all 
subjects 
Costs: None 
 
 
Description: 
This online programme helps you to 
navigate the admissions process. It 
includes informational webinars on 
topics like personal statements, 
interviews and admissions tests, 
taster lectures, interactive workshops, 
on topics like subject-specific 
interviews and admissions test 
practice, Q&A sessions with 
admissions tutors and current 
students, and mentoring from a 
current University of Cambridge 
student – including virtual 1-1 
mentoring over a text-based app and 
website, monthly group mentoring 
meetings with your mentor over Zoom, 
as well as personal statement 
feedback 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
UK students who are on-track to achieve A*AA in 
Chemisrty and at least one other maths/science 
subject at A level (or equivalent in other exam 
systems). Applicants should also meet at least one 
criterion of disadvantage or under-representation – 
a list is available at 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-
smart 
  
Benefits of Taking Part 
The programme aims to develop your 
understanding of the Cambridge veterinary 
application process. You'll join online workshops 
with Cambridge academics and admissions staff 
critical thinking skills and preparation for the 
application process. You'll have regular online 
sessions with Cambridge student mentors 
confidence and resilience about life at the 
University of Cambridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/widening-participation/apply-cambridge
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart
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University of Edinburgh 
 
The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, 
Easter Bush Campus, Roslin 
EH25 9RG 
 
www.ed.ac.uk/vet  
vetug@ed.ac.uk  

 

 

The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies at 
the University of Edinburgh is committed to 
widening access for students with backgrounds 
typically under-represented in veterinary 
science, a field in which it ranks sixth globally. 
We empower individuals and respect what 
makes people different. Our aim is to provide a 
learning environment that is just, inclusive and 
diverse. 

Situated on the Easter Bush Campus near the 
scenic Pentland Hills, our purpose-built 
campus is one of the largest concentrations of animal expertise in Europe. Our students 
benefit from access to cutting edge clinical and animal science research as well as 
being taught in our three on-site veterinary hospitals and first opinion practices. This 
includes going out on horse and farm calls with our ambulatory first opinion services. 
We are also committed to outreach into our local community through All4Paws, our very 
own student run charity which delivers veterinary care to vulnerably housed and 
homeless pet owners in and around Edinburgh.  

Students begin hands-on learning from the outset, working with various animals 
including small companions, horses, exotics, livestock, and wildlife. On Campus we 
have a flock of sheep, a herd of horses, a dairy farm as well as a small mammals, birds 
and exotics unit kept for teaching animal handling and husbandry and clinical training. 
Students benefit from a close-knit community where we deliver our combination of 
traditional and cutting-edge veterinary teaching. 

The BVM&S programme is accredited by major bodies such as the RCVS, AVMA, and 
EAEVE, and is recognised by the AVBC and SAVC. This global accreditation means the 
qualification is recognised worldwide, including in the UK, North America, Europe, 
Australasia, and South Africa. Edinburgh is proud to produce highly sought-after 
graduates equipped with professional freedom and a commitment to advancing 
inclusive excellence in veterinary science. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet
mailto:vetug@ed.ac.uk
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Diversity Summer School 
Diversity Summer School 
 
Typical Dates: Mid July 
Location: University of Edinburgh – Easter 
Bush Campus with accommodation at 
Pollock Halls in the city centre. 
Age Range: 16 years and older 
Number of Places: 15 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
The University of Edinburgh is committed to 
ensuring equitable access to exploring 
higher education opportunities and fostering 
a culture of inclusivity. As part of this 
commitment, a fully-funded residential 
summer school is available to eligible pre-
applicants considering veterinary medicine 
as a future career path. 
The week-long Diversity Summer School 
explores topics relating to:  
• Animal science and research  
• Clinical skills  
• Equine hospital and first aid  
• Exotic animal practice  
• Farm animal hospital  
• Small animal practice, internal 
medicine and diagnostic imaging  
• Veterinary pathology  
• Veterinary public health  
 
Edinburgh is famous for a rich history, lush 
green spaces and a warm, welcoming spirit. 
The time outside the academic activities is 
an opportunity to immerse yourself in the 
Edinburgh experience. The evening 
programme is a mixture of arranged activities 
and free time to explore the city.  
 

 
Eligibility: 
Places are assigned to pupils from a range of 
social, cultural and educational 
backgrounds.  
To be considered for a place, you must:  
• Reside in the UK  
• Be 16 years old, or older  
• Be on track to meet the minimum 
entry requirements  
 
And meet at least one of the following 
criteria:  
• Fulfil one or more widening 
participation criteria.  
• Belong to a minority ethnic group  
• Reside in a rural area  
• Identify as male  
• Have a disability  
• Attend a state school/college or be a 
mature student (21 years old, or older)  
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The Diversity Summer School offers the 
opportunity of hands-on animal handling, 
practical clinical skills and a realistic insight 
into studying veterinary medicine and the 
University of Edinburgh. You will gain 
valuable practical and research skills as well 
as benefitting from guidance on the 
University application process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“All of the staff, particularly the 
various different vets we got to 

speak to, were so lovely and 
provided really valuable 

information and were more 
than happy to answer our 

questions” – 2025 Diversity 
summer school participant 

https://vet.ed.ac.uk/education/undergraduate/diversity/diversity-summer-school
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Sutton Trust Summer School 
Sutton Trust Summer School 
 
Typical Dates: typically, mid-July 
Location: University of Edinburgh 
Age Range: Year 12 in England or Wales, Year 
13 in Northern Ireland, or S5 in Scotland (or 
equivalent) 
Number of Places: 10 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
In partnership with the Sutton Trust, we offer 
a five-day residential summer school for 
pupils from underrepresented backgrounds. 
The week-long programme provides an 
authentic insight into life as a veterinary 
student at the University of Edinburgh.  
 
Participants stay in University 
accommodation, with meals and equipment 
provided, and travel to the Easter Bush 
Campus for the programme. The schedule 
includes veterinary lectures, a group 
research project, and practical, hands-on 
classes spanning small animal, farm, 
equine, exotic, and public health practices.  
 
Sessions provide a valuable experience, 
even for those with no prior animal contact, 
which can count toward future application 
requirements. Staff deliver dedicated 
workshops to help students navigate the 
admissions process with confidence. 
Beyond academics, participants join a 
community of peers exploring the same 
veterinary ambitions.  
A varied social programme runs alongside 
the curriculum to help students connect, 
build lifelong friendships, and develop vital 
personal skills. 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
You must have: 
• Always attended a state-funded, non-fee-
paying, school 
Applicants who also meet at least one of 
the following will be prioritised: 
• Attended a school with below-average 
attainment or low progression to top 
universities 
• First-generation university attendee 
• Have experience in local authority care 
• Lived in an area with low higher education 
progression or high socio-economic 
deprivation 
• Received free school meals during 
secondary school.  
Academic Requirements:  
You must have achieved one of: 
• GSCE: at least five grades 9-6 (A*-B) 
• National 5: five grades A or B 
And have achieved, or be on track to achieve 
one of: 
• A-Level: Chemistry and Biology 
• Higher: Chemistry and one of Biology, 
Human Biology, Maths, Applications of 
Maths or Physics 
• IB: Chemistry and Biology.  
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The Diversity Summer School offers the 
opportunity of hands-on animal handling, 
practical clinical skills and a realistic insight 
into studying veterinary medicine and the 
University of Edinburgh. You will gain 
valuable practical and research skills as well 
as benefitting from guidance on the 
University application process.  
 
 

 

https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/course/university-of-edinburgh/veterinary-medicine/
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Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP) 
Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP) East 
Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP) West 
 
Typical Dates: Applications typically open in 
late January for the following August entry. 
Location: SWAP East: Access to Medical 
Studies at Edinburgh College or Dundee & 
Angus College. SWAP West: Access to 
Medical Studies at Glasgow Kelvin College or 
Glasgow Clyde College. 
Age Range: Variable 
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
The Scottish Wider Access Programme 
(commonly known as SWAP) is a partnership 
between Scottish colleges and universities. 
Together we work to help adult learners 
access higher education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eligibility: 
Applicants to SWAP courses must: 

• hold UK residency 
• have Home fee status classification  
• live in Scotland 
• have a gap of 3-5 years* since leaving 

school education 
* 
If your highest qualifications are National 5 
or below – 3 years 
If your highest qualifications are Higher or 
HNC – 3 years for SWAP East 
If your highest qualifications are Higher of 
HNC – 5 years for SWAP West 
 
The education gap may be waived on a case-
by-case basis for care experienced 
individuals, refugees, asylum seekers, or 
those with significant school level 
educational disadvantages. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
SWAP Access courses provide adult learners 
an alternative entry route to apply to the 
veterinary medicine degree at University of 
Edinburgh. 
 
Applicants must achieve: 

• an overall pass 
• AAA in the graded components 

(Mathematics, Biology, and 
Chemistry)  

• at least 80% in each individual 
subject component. 

 
 

 

Testimonial: SWAP met up 
recently with Vet Med 

students David, Lauren, Jade 
& George to hear how their 

learning experience has 
been so far 

https://swap-east.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/swapwest
https://swap-east.ed.ac.uk/vet-students-here-we-are
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SWAP on Campus 
Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP) East 
Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP) West 
 
Typical Dates: Mid November before their 
interviews in December same year 
Location: Easter Bush Campus – University 
of Edinburgh 
Age Range:  
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
Students currently enrolled on eligible SWAP 
Access courses are invited to spend a half-
day on the Easter Bush Campus.   
  
The event includes:  

• sessions on the application and 
interview process   

• a tour of the veterinary facilities  
  
Participants mix with Access students from 
across Scotland and are supported by Vet 
School Student Ambassadors and staff 
members. 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
You must be:  

• enrolled on SWAP Access to Medical 
Studies or SWAP Access to Life 
Sciences  

• have an interest in pursuing a 
veterinary career   

 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
SWAP on Campus offers students the 
chance to get tailored information and 
realistic insight into studying Veterinary 
Medicine at the University of Edinburgh. 
Students gain valuable guidance on the 
application and interview process, while 
building a network of like-minded peers.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://swap-east.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/swapwest
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Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 
MOOCs 
 
Typical Dates: Permanent access 
Location: Online 
Age Range: None 
Number of Places: None  
Costs: £35 per course 
 
Description: 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are 
short courses designed by universities to 
offer an introduction to a subject.  
 
MOOCs offered by University of Edinburgh 
include:  
 

• Animal behaviour and welfare 
• Chicken behaviour and welfare 
• EDIVET: ‘Do you have what it takes to 

be a veterinarian’ 
• Sustainable global food systems 
•  The truth about cats and dogs 
• Virtual work experience and exploring 

the veterinary profession* 
•  Sustainable global food systems  

 
*hosted by University of Nottingham. 
 
MOOCs, and other relevant online courses, 
can be taken into account as part of the 
application process. 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Open to Everyone 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
MOOCs offer a valuable preparation for 
individuals aspiring to enter the field of 
veterinary medicine. University of Edinburgh 
can consider completed MOOCs, and other 
relevant online courses, as part of the work 
experience component of the admissions 
process. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://vet.ed.ac.uk/education/moocs-overview
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Edinburgh Cares 
Edinburgh Cares 
 
Typical Dates: Permanent Access  
Location: Both in person and online 
Age Range: None 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
Edinburgh Cares provides application 
support, financial aid guidance, and year-
round accommodation options for care-
experienced or estranged students and 
student carers of the University. 
 
Care-experienced is defined as anyone who 
has been: 

• in residential, foster or kinship care 
• under a supervision order 
• adopted from local authority care 

 
Care-experienced applicants are guaranteed 
an offer evaluated at the minimum, rather 
than standard, entry requirements.  
Estranged is defined as anyone who is under-
25 years old with no parental contact or 
support.  
A student carer is defined as anyone who is 
providing unpaid care due to illness, 
disability or addiction.  
Estranged applicants and student carers 
with a recognised bridging programme are 
guaranteed an offer evaluated at the 
minimum, rather than standard, entry 
requirements.  
Estranged applicants and student carers 
who have not completed a bridging 
programme are assessed under the standard 
entry requirements and the challenging 
circumstances policy. 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
If you’re care-experienced, an estranged 
student or a student carer, then Edinburgh 
Cares will provide support before you apply 
and during the UCAS application process.  
 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Funding:  

• UK-resident students may qualify for 
the non-repayable Access Edinburgh 
Scholarship based on household 
income.  

• Non-UK residents can apply for 
separate discretionary living cost 
funds.  

University accommodation:   
• Estranged students are guaranteed 

year-round university housing for the 
duration of your degree.  

• A small number of three-year private 
housing scholarships are available via 
the Unite Foundation.  

Wellbeing and mentoring: 
• Students receive academic and 

pastoral guidance from a Student 
Advisor, Wellbeing Advisor, and 
Cohort Lead to help navigate the 
university experience.   

Social:  
• Edinburgh Cares hosts regular social 

events (e.g., beach trips, theatre, 
Edinburgh Fringe shows) and 
supports access to university sports 
clubs and student-led societies. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/edinburgh-cares
https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/edinburgh-cares/care-experienced
https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/edinburgh-cares/student-carers
https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/edinburgh-cares/estranged-students
https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/secondary-school-students/recognised-bridging-programmes
https://registryservices.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/undergraduate/uk-eu/access-awards/access-edinburgh
https://registryservices.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/undergraduate/uk-eu/access-awards/access-edinburgh
https://student-recruitment.ed.ac.uk/widening-participation/wp-at-edinburgh/support-to-succeed-and-progress/edinburgh-cares-mentoring
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Lothians Equal Access Programme for Schools (LEAPS) 
Lothians Equal Access Programme for Schools (LEAPS) 
 
Typical Dates: Permanent Access 
Location: Both in person and online 
Age Range: S3 to S6 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
Lothians Equal Access Programme for 
Schools (LEAPS) is a local outreach 
programme that aims to raise awareness of 
opportunities in higher education and 
increase the number of students going to 
college or university.  
 
In partnership with LEAPS, we enable pupils 
to:  
• meet our students and staff 
• visit the veterinary campus  
• gain advice and guidance on preparing an 
application to study veterinary medicine  
 
Activities available through the LEAPS 
programme include:  
• introductory sessions that explain higher 
education  
• workshops on choosing your school 
subjects  
• workshops on managing finances as a 
university student  
• information evenings for parents and carers  
• one-to-one pre-application advice  
• post-application advice sessions 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Pupils from secondary schools throughout 
south-east Scotland and the Forth Valley 
area.  
Check your eligibility on the LEAPS website.  
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Students gain valuable guidance on the 
application and interview process, while 
building a network of like-minded peers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/secondary-school-students/lothians-equal-access-programme-leaps
https://www.leapsonline.org/about-leaps/our-schools
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Reach Edinburgh 
Reach Edinburgh 
 
Typical Dates: Permanent Access 
Location: Both in person and online 
Age Range: S4 to S6 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: None 
 
Description: 
Funded by the Scottish Funding Council, 
Reach is a widening participation project 
that supports eligible S4–S6 state secondary 
school students aspiring to study law, 
medicine, or veterinary medicine.  
Students can register at any stage for tailored 
support:  

• S4 (Introduction): Campus visits, 
subject introduction, and school 
course-choice guidance.  

• S5 (Exploration): Career workshops, 
work experience advice, and 
networking with students, academics, 
and professionals.  

• S6 (Application): Comprehensive 
UCAS support, personal statement 
workshops, and interview. 

 
Available Activities: Reach offers one-to-one 
pre-application advice, work experience 
placements, student shadowing, and 
dedicated informational sessions for 
parents, carers, and advisers. Registered 
students receive regular updates on 
upcoming internal and partner events.  
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
You must attend a state secondary school in 
one of these local authority areas:   
• Edinburgh   
• Lothians - East Lothian, Midlothian and 
West Lothian   
• Falkirk   
• Stirling   
• Scottish Borders   
• Clackmannanshire   
  
And meet at least one of these criteria:  
• care experienced   
• live in a Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (SIMD) quintile 1 or 2 postcode   
• an unpaid young carer   
• estranged from your family   
• a refugee or asylum seeker   
• entitled to free school meals (FSM)   
• entitled to Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA)   
• live in a low-income household   
• live in an area considered to be 
remote/rural   
• had your education impacted by 
challenging circumstances   
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Students gain valuable guidance on the 
application and interview process, while 
building a network of like-minded peers. 
 

 

 

 

https://study.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/access-edinburgh/secondary-school-students/reach-edinburgh
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Additional Support 
Interview Expenses (Plus Flag Candidates Only) 
Plus Flag candidates are entitled to assistance with travel costs incurred by attending an in-
person interview. The University’s online 'Contextual Data Checker' tool can be used to 
indicate whether or not your application will be assigned a Plus Flag. If you are entitled to 
apply for an interview expense payment, you will be contacted directly.   
 
Royal Veterinary College (RVC) Gateway Programme  
Candidates who have completed the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) Gateway programme 
are considered for entry to veterinary medicine at the University of Edinburgh.  
This is aimed at people who want to study veterinary medicine, but who might not otherwise 
meet entry requirements. The one-year programme aims to prepare you for an 
undergraduate degree in veterinary medicine and is open to UK students who come from a 
'widening participation' background. 

 

https://admission-checker.is.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/veterinary-gateway
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University of Glasgow 

College of Medical, Veterinary and Life Sciences, 
School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary 
Medicine, 464 Bearsden Road, Glasgow G61 1QH 
 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/bohvm/vet-sch-
admissions@glasgow.ac.uk  

 

 

Founded in 1862 and boasting over 150 years 
of excellence, the University of Glasgow 
School of Veterinary Medicine is a globally 
renowned institution located on the beautiful 
Garscube Campus. The school offers a 
premier Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine & 
Surgery (BVMS) degree, celebrated for its 
spiral, integrated curriculum and a strong 
dedication to the One Health initiative and 
societal impact. 

Students gain extensive hands-on experience through state-of-the-art clinical facilities 
located right on campus. These include specialized small animal, equine, and farm 
animal clinics, alongside a modern, purpose-built Small Animal Hospital. Furthermore, 
as part of the College of Medical, Veterinary and Life Sciences, Glasgow is a research 
powerhouse, notably housing the UK’s largest grouping of human and veterinary 
virologists within the Centre for Virus Research. 

Crucially, the BVMS degree holds highly sought-after international accreditations from 
major global bodies, including the RCVS, AVMA, EAEVE, and AVBC. This elite dual 
recognition ensures that Glasgow graduates are fully equipped with cutting-edge 
clinical skills and possess the professional freedom to practice veterinary medicine 
across the UK, United States, Europe, and Australasia 

 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/bohvm/vet-sch-admissions@glasgow.ac.uk
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/bohvm/vet-sch-admissions@glasgow.ac.uk
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University of Glasgow REACH Programme 
University of Glasgow - Study - Widening Participation - Reach Programme 
 
Typical Dates: Various Dates from S4 to S6 
Location: University of Glasgow Gilmorehill 
& Garscube veterinary campus and online 
Age Range: 14yrs to 18yrs 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: Free 
 
 
 
Description: 
At the University of Glasgow, Reach supports 
access to the professional degrees. 

▪ S4: Introduction to the four Reach 
subjects, including information on 
entry requirements, skills 
development and career pathways.  

▪ S5: Subject-specific research 
assignments and a week-long 
Campus Week at the University of 
Glasgow, featuring lectures, 
seminars, workshops and guidance 
on UCAS applications, personal 
statements and additional entry 
examinations. Campus Week is held 
in mid-June.  

▪ S6: Ongoing support with UCAS 
applications, personal statement 
feedback and subject-specific 
admissions guidance.  

 

 

 
Eligibility:  
Supporting widening access to professional 
degree programmes, including Veterinary 
Medicine, for eligible pupils attending state 
secondary schools across the West of 
Scotland.  

• Live in an SIMD decile 1–4 area (SIMD 
20/40).  

• Be care experienced.  
• Be estranged from family and living 

without family support.  
• Be an unpaid young carer.  
• Be seeking asylum in the UK or have 

refugee status.  
• Attend a school in the Western Isles 

(Medicine and Veterinary Medicine 
applicants only).  

• Be nominated by a teacher from a 
participating school. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 

▪ Develops academic knowledge, 
practical experience and university 
readiness.  

▪ Provides 10 SCQF credits at Level 7.  
▪ Offers contact with university staff 

and students.  
▪ Includes support with personal 

statements and interviews.  
▪ Successful completion may result in 

adjusted entry requirements to the 
University of Glasgow.  

 

 

 

Students valued the interactive 
lessons, reporting increased 
engagement and improved 
understanding of Veterinary 

Medicine-related topics. 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/wp/reach/
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Scottish Widening Access Programme (SWAP)  
ACCESS MEDICINE & ALLIED HEALTH - SWAP: SCQF 6 - Glasgow Kelvin College 
Scottish Wider Access Programme - SWAPWest 
 
Typical Dates: Applications usually open in 
January for courses starting in August. 
Programmes run August–June, with 
approximately 18 hours of weekly contact 
time. 
Location:  
SWAP West: Glasgow Kelvin College and 
Glasgow Clyde College.  
SWAP East: Edinburgh College and Dundee 
& Angus College.  
Offered at various colleges throughout 
Scotland 
Age Range: Variable 
Number of Places: Variable 
Costs: Tuition fees are usually fully funded. 
Many students may also qualify for bursaries 
to support living costs. 
 
 
 
Description: 
Scottish Wider Access Programme (SWAP) is 
an alternative route for adult learners and 
mature students to get into university or 
college. 
 

 

 
Eligibility:  
Must have UK residency status allowing 
study and access to public funds.  

Must be resident in Scotland and have home 
fee status.  

Time out of education requirements vary:  

• National 5 or below: 3 years.  
• Highers/HNC: 3–5 years depending 

on SWAP region.  

Special consideration may be given to care-
experienced applicants, refugees, asylum 
seekers, and those with educational 
disadvantage. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Applicants meeting minimum criteria are 
guaranteed an interview. Successful 
applicants typically need AAA grades in 
Mathematics, Biology and Chemistry, with at 
least 80% in each component and an overall 
pass in the Access programme. 
 

 

 

Scottish Wider Access 
Programme - SWAP Successes 

https://www.glasgowkelvin.ac.uk/courses/medical-studies-and-allied-health-access/
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/swapwest
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/swap-successes
https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/swap-successes
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Harper & Keele 
Veterinary School 

Veterinary Education Centre, Harper Adams 
University, Edgmond, Newport TF10 8NB.  
 
Harper and Keele Veterinary School, Keele 
University, Keele, Newcastle ST5 5BG. 
 
www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk 
admissions@hkvets.ac.uk  

 

 

The Harper and Keele Veterinary School 
(HKVS) is a joint venture between Harper 
Adams University and Keele University that 
launched in 2020. It offers a 5-year 
Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery (BVetMS), blending Harper Adams' 
agriculture and animal sciences pedigree 
with Keele's life sciences and medical 
expertise.  

The school uniquely spans both campuses, 
providing students access to state-of-the-
art facilities like Harper Adams' 494-hectare working farm and Keele's Central Science 
Laboratory and anatomy suites. Students learn about animal, human, and planetary 
health from the start through a community model that features industry placements 
and a primary care teaching hospital 

 

http://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/
mailto:admissions@hkvets.ac.uk
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Future Vet 
Future Vet - Keele University 
 
Typical Dates: Feb – May (4 dates, one each 
month.  Two at Harper, Two at Keele) 
Location: Harper Keele Vet School (HKVS) 
across Harper University and Keele 
University sites 
Age Range: Year 12 
Number of Places: 25 
Costs: None 

 
Eligibility: 
Students must be on a suitable level 3 
pathway, meet one of the listed widening 
participation criteria 

 
Description: 
The Harper & Keele Veterinary School 
(HKVS) Future Vet Programme is a 
collaborative project between HKVS, Higher 
Horizons, Keele University and Harper 
Adams University with the aim of widening 
participation and enabling access for 
learners currently in year 12 from under-
represented backgrounds and considering 
a veterinary career. 
The programme was a huge success, in its 
initial year, and saw extremely positive 
feedback from attendees, with 11 of the 
attending students going on to apply, and be 
successful in progressing to interview, at 
HKVS and 4 of these starting at HKVS this 
academic year! We are expecting over half of 
the second cohort to apply this year as well 
and will keep you updated on their progress. 
 
 
 
 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
All attending students will receive a HKVS 
student lanyard and 
HKVS Future Vet Programme welcome pack 
and folder/notebook. Campus taster days 
and hands on experience. Sessions with 
small and large animal vet experts and 
application support and coaching. 
Alongside, optional study skills sessions, 
online resources, and access to academic 
and industry experts. 
On completion of the programme, students 
will receive a recognised certificate, 
guaranteed HKVS interview upon successful 
application, exemption from vocational 
experience and an up-to 2-grade reduction 
on level 3 entry requirements, with GCSE 
Maths and English grade requirement 
reduced to level 5 and all other grade 7 GCSE 
entry requirements waived. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.keele.ac.uk/study/informationforschoolsandcolleges/wideningaccessprogrammes/futurevet/
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University of 
Lancashire 
 
School of Veterinary Medicine, Preston, 
Lancashire, PR1 2HE 
 
www.lancashire.ac.uk/vet  
 
BVMSAdmissions@uclan.ac.uk  
 

 

 

The University of Lancashire (formerly 
UCLan) is one of the UK's largest 
universities, with a vibrant community of 
more than 42,000 students and staff. 
Our School of Veterinary Medicine, 
established in 2021 at our Preston 
campus, offers an innovative, student-
centred veterinary education, with 
practical animal handling delivered in 
partnership with University Centre 
Myerscough. 

We believe that the talented vets of the future come from a wide range of backgrounds. 
That's why we're committed to widening participation through accessible veterinary 
education, including a reduced entry tariff for applicants whose life experiences may 
have resulted in academic challenges   

Our supportive, practice-focused curriculum combines hands-on learning from day one 
with expert academic guidance, a strong emphasis on professional development and 
animal welfare, and extensive real-world experience through our network of clinical 
practice partners. We are proud to equip our graduates with the skills and confidence to 
become compassionate, capable veterinary professionals who make a lasting positive 
difference to animals, their owners and the wider community. 

 

http://www.lancashire.ac.uk/vet
mailto:BVMSAdmissions@uclan.ac.uk
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/subjects/veterinary-medicine
https://www.ucmyerscough.ac.uk/
https://www.ucmyerscough.ac.uk/
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/schools/veterinary-medicine/contextual-admissions
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University of Lancashire X Medivet Veterinary  
Summer School 
University of Lancashire School of Veterinary Medicine 
Veterinary Summer School 2026  
 
Typical Dates: First week in August 
Location: University of Lancashire, Preston 
Campus, PR1 2HE (Residential, on campus) 
Age Range: 16-17 years (during programme 
dates) 
Number of Places: 20 
Costs: No course fees, Accommodation and 
meals provided. Participants must cover 
their own travel costs to and from campus. 
 
 
Description: 
A one-week residential Veterinary Summer 
School delivered in partnership with Medivet. 
The programme is designed to support and 
inspire students from underrepresented 
backgrounds who aspire to study veterinary 
medicine. 
A diverse team of experienced academics, 
industry experts and professional coaches 
deliver a programme that concentrates on 
the skills and values required for a veterinary 
career.  
The timetable includes:  

• practical activities 
• clinical skills tasters 
• group coaching 
• interview support 
• animal handling 

alongside team-based sessions that deepen 
understanding of the veterinary industry and 
careers available.  Students experience a 
residential, social and learning environment 
that is innovative, accessible and inclusive. 
 

 

 
Eligibility: Applicants must: Be UK residents, 
be aged 16–17 during the programme, be 
planning to apply to Veterinary Medicine the 
following October, and be on track to meet 
minimum entry requirements. 
 
In addition, applicants should meet one or 
more of the following widening participation 
criteria: 

• Identify as belonging to an ethnic 
group underrepresented in veterinary 
medicine 

• Meet University contextual 
admissions criteria 

• Have experienced significant 
educational disruption due to illness 
or personal circumstances 

 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 

• Hands-on veterinary experience  
• Insight into veterinary careers  
• Interview, personal statement, and 

admissions support  
• Coaching from qualified veterinary 

professionals  
• Residential university experience with 

access to our facilities  
• Meet staff, students, and like-minded 

aspiring vets  
• Guaranteed BVMS interview (subject 

to entry requirements)  
• Supported access to veterinary work 

experience with a Medivet Branch 
Practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone has been brilliant, I’ve learnt so much and everyone was 
happy to just have a chat. It’s been so welcoming and everyone wants 

to help. 

https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/subjects/veterinary-medicine
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/events/listing/veterinary-summer-school-2026
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Lancashire Scholars Programme Scholars Plus Pathway 
University of Lancashire Scholars Programme 
 
Typical Dates: February to June 
Location: Online and University of 
Lancashire Burnley or Preston campus for 
North West Scholars 
Online for Midlands Scholars 
Age Range: Year 12 and Year 13 
Number of Places:  
Costs: Free of charge 
No course fees 
Accommodation and meals provided 
Participants must cover their own travel 
costs to and from campus. 
 
 
Description: 
The programme prepares students for 
application to University through mentorship 
and support to complete an independent 
research project on a topic of their choice. 
Students take part in several workshops and 
sessions, exploring options and gaining 
unique experiences and skills with the 
support of an expert Student Mentor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Eligibility: 
If you complete the Lancashire Scholars 
Programme and meet at least one of the 
criteria below, you'll be eligible for a 
contextual offer. 

• Living in an area of low HE 
participation (POLAR4 Q1) 

• Living in an area of deprivation 
(Indices of Multiple Deprivation Q1 or 
Q2) 

• Having experience of care  
• Being estranged from your family 
• Having caring responsibilities 
• Having a disability 
• Having Refugee or Asylum Seeker 

status 
• Being from a military family 
• Being from a Gypsy, Roma, Traveller 

or Boating community 
Please note that some courses are exempt 
from this offer. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Elevate your UCAS application and stand out 
in competitive courses. Experience 
university life. 
Explore subjects that interest you. Enhance 
your current studies and develop study and 
research skills. 
Support and guidance to immerse yourself in 
new skills to impress future employers and 
prepare for your career. 
Bridge the gap between college and uni by 
meeting subject tutors and working with a 
Student Mentor. 
Eligibility for a contextualised offer and £500 
annual bursary if you study an undergraduate 
degree at the University of Lancashire in 
Preston, Burnley, or West Lakes campuses. 

 
 

 

https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/values-and-initiatives/widening-participation/scholars-programme#widening-participation
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Young Scientist Centre ‘A Question of Taste’ workshop 
 
Typical Dates: Can be booked on dates 
available at the centre 
Location: Young Scientist Centre, University 
of Lancashire, Preston 
Age Range: 16+ 
Number of Places: 20 
Costs: Workshops are charged at £280. For 
the 2026-27 academic year, we can offer all 
state-funded high schools and FE colleges 
one free workshop per key stage. We can 
offer primary schools one free workshop if 
your school has above 30% pupil premium. 

 
Eligibility: 
Bookable by school/college groups 

 
Description: 
In this genetics workshop, students will 
extract and test their own DNA using modern 
molecular biological techniques to compare 
their phenotype with their genotype. The 
workshop demonstrates evolution and 
genetic diversity by analysing the students’ 
ability to taste phenylthiocarbamide (PTC), a 
chemical found in vegetables such as 
sprouts and broccoli. The students will 
perform in real time a polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR), restriction digests and gel 
electrophoresis in the analysis of their own 
DNA. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Hands on experience of molecular biology 
techniques 
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Additional Support 
 
Veterinary medicine contextual admissions 
Widening participation is at the core of our mission. We firmly believe in helping people to 
seize every opportunity to flourish in education. 
We will offer a reduced entry tariff for those whose life experiences may have resulted in 
academic challenges. Our School of Veterinary Medicine contextual admissions process 
considers challenges which may impact an applicant’s attainment. 
 
Widening Participation at the University of Lancashire 
As part of our Get Ahead Campus Visits offer, we have a range of interactive workshops 
which we deliver on campus, for primary and secondary schools, and community groups. 
Please see the University Widening Participation page for more information. 

 

 

 

https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/schools/veterinary-medicine/contextual-admissions
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/values-and-initiatives/widening-participation
https://www.lancashire.ac.uk/values-and-initiatives/widening-participation
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University of Liverpool 
 
School of Veterinary Science, Thompson Yates 
Building, University of Liverpool, Liverpool L69 
3GB 
 
www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-
sciencevetadmit@liverpool.ac.uk  

 

 

The University of Liverpool School of 
Veterinary Science is one of the UK’s 
leading centres for veterinary 
education, recognised for combining 
academic excellence with extensive 
clinical and practical experience. 
Students benefit from innovative 
teaching, world-class facilities, and 
hands-on learning across a diverse 
range of clinical settings, preparing 
them for successful careers across 
the veterinary profession. 

University of Liverpool prides itself on its strong emphasis on practical experience from 
an early stage, access to specialist hospitals and farm practices, and close links with 
industry and research. Students are supported by experienced clinicians, researchers, 
and veterinary professionals throughout their studies. 

Choosing Liverpool means joining a veterinary school that develops confident, skilled, 
and compassionate professionals equipped to meet the changing demands of animal 
health, welfare, research, and clinical practice  

http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-sciencevetadmit@liverpool.ac.uk
http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-sciencevetadmit@liverpool.ac.uk
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Virtual Work Experience in collaboration with  
Futures For All 
Future Finder - Futures For All 
 
Typical Dates: February/March – dates 
confirmed each year 
Location:  Online 
Age Range: 14-19 years 
Number of Places: 150 
Costs: None 

 
Eligibility: 
This programme is open to all students in 
secondary education, and is aimed to widen 
access due to the online nature of the 
delivery 

 
Description: 
This exclusive experience is led by qualified 
veterinary professionals from the University 
of Liverpool’s School of Veterinary Science 
and provides insight into careers within the 
profession. Students explore routes into 
veterinary careers, including veterinary 
science, veterinary nursing, research and 
introduce the required skills, course content, 
student life, and different specialisms within 
the profession.  
 
Activities include hearing from professionals 
and students about their career journeys, 
engaging in discussions and tasks, asking 
questions, and completing a virtual group 
project to develop knowledge and 
experience across the three-day programme 
 

 

 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Participants gain work experience that may 
contribute towards veterinary school 
applications (subject to individual entry 
requirements), while developing teamwork, 
knowledge, and practical skills through 
group activities. The programme provides 
insight into veterinary careers through 
engagement with industry professionals and 
offers guidance, advice, and application tips 
to help students strengthen future veterinary 
school applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

I think the best thing about the placement was 
getting to hear from individuals already within 

the profession, who had a deep understanding 
of how things worked and so could then provide 

detailed information regarding the veterinary 
profession, helping me to understand the job 

role and further solidifying my goal into 
becoming a vet. I also enjoyed getting the 

opportunity to meet with a university 
admissions officer, helping to deepen my 

understanding on the process and what the 
main things to focus on are 

https://finder.futuresforall.org/
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Merseyside Young Health and Life Sciences 
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/widening-participation/about-us/myhls/ 
 
Typical Dates:  Throughout the academic 
year 
Location: University of Liverpool Main 
Campus and online 
Age Range: School years 9, 10, 11 
Number of Places: 100 per cohort (with 
typically around 10 students joining the vet 
stream each year) 
Costs: None 

 
Eligibility: 
Applicants may meet one or more of the 
following criteria: be first in their family to 
attend university; have received free school 
meals; live in an area with low progression to 
higher education or high deprivation (based 
on home postcode); have parents/guardians 
in non-professional occupations; have 
experience of local authority care or be a 
young adult carer. Additional criteria include 
a strong interest in health-related study, prior 
academic achievement, and predicted 
ability to succeed at university level. 
 

 
Description: 
Merseyside Young Health and Life Scientists 
(MYHLS) is a three-year programme for Years 
9–11, supporting students from under-
represented groups interested in health and 
life sciences.  
Schools nominate Year 9 pupils each 
autumn, who stay on the programme until 
Year 11.  
In Year 9, students explore six streams: 
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Sciences, 
Psychology, Health Sciences, and Life 
Sciences.  
At the start of Year 10, students choose one 
stream to follow through Years 10 and 11, 
with support available for post-16 
opportunities where relevant. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The programme aims to increase 
confidence, motivation, and aspirations 
while developing understanding of subject 
choices and careers in health and life 
sciences, in particular veterinary science.  
It provides curriculum enrichment, 
introduces students to university life and 
real-world settings, and supports informed 
decision-making. 
 Activities include team building, 
communication skills, exploring the human 
body, careers education, ethics debates, 
study support, mentoring, student finance 
guidance, and work experience reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

My favourite part was the 
parasitology session, as we got to 
see actual parasites in bottles. I 

learnt new things about the vet field 
and the programme as a whole 
widened my knowledge of the 

opportunities I have for the future. 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/widening-participation/about-us/myhls/
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Destination Vets 
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/widening-participation/working-with-
schools/destination-vets/ 
 
Typical Dates: Mid-July  
Location: University of Liverpool Main 
Campus, Leahurst Campus (Wirral) and 
online 
Age Range: 16-18 years old 
Number of Places: 12 
Costs: None – funded travel, lunch and PPE 
provided 
 
Description: 
Destination Vets is a two-day widening 
participation summer school for Year 12 
students held in July at the University of 
Liverpool. The programme includes visits to 
the Leahurst campus and farm animal 
practices, followed by a week of work 
experience in the Small Animal and Equine 
Hospitals. Applications open in February and 
close in early May. Currently, applications 
are only open to local students as the 
programme is non-residential, although this 
may vary each year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eligibility: 
Applicants must demonstrate a strong 
interest in studying Veterinary Science and 
show prior academic achievement and 
predicted ability to succeed at university 
level. In addition, applicants should meet at 
least one widening participation criterion, 
including being the first in their family to 
attend university, eligibility for free school 
meals, living in an area with low higher 
education progression or high deprivation, 
having parents/guardians in non-
professional occupations, or having care 
experience or young adult caring 
responsibilities. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The summer school provides insight into life 
as a Veterinary Science student at the 
University of Liverpool through lectures, 
practical activities, and guidance on the 
application process. It aims to support 
confident, informed applicants from 
widening participation backgrounds. 
Participation is free, with travel to Leahurst 
and lunch provided. Due to the practical 
nature of the programme, places are limited 
and students must complete an application 
form to apply. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

I loved meeting lecturers and 
talking to them, and asking 

them questions and learning. 
Everyone was so happy to 

answer and explained very well 
and helped me understand 

what I was asking about 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/widening-participation/working-with-schools/destination-vets/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/widening-participation/working-with-schools/destination-vets/
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Foundation to Veterinary Science (Year 0) 
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/courses/foundation-to-human-and-animal-
health-professions-veterinary-science-year-0#about-this-course 
 
Typical Dates: 1 academic year – 
September to June 
Location: Students undertaking this 
course and seeking entry to Veterinary 
Science will study at Carmel College, 
located in St Helens.   
Age Range: Mature learners who have 
been out of education for 5 years 
Number of Places: 4-6 
Costs: This is considered a year at 
University, therefore standard University 
tuition fees apply – currently £9,790 
 
Description: 
This Year Zero foundation programme is 
designed for mature and non-traditional 
Home students who have taken a break 
from education and want to progress to 
Veterinary Science. Developed by the 
University of Liverpool with local further 
education partners, the Foundation to 
Human and Animal Health Professions 
(Veterinary Science) course provides a 
pathway into the Veterinary Science BVSc 
(D100) programme and supports students 
returning to study or following non-
traditional routes into higher education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eligibility:  
This programme is designed for mature 
students who have typically been out of formal 
education for five years or more or who have 
taken non-traditional qualifications. 
Applicants rejected after interview are not 
normally reconsidered unless extenuating 
circumstances apply. Entry requirements 
include at least five GCSEs at Grade 6/B or 
above, including Maths, English Language, 
Biology, and Chemistry (or combined science). 
Applicants must also demonstrate knowledge 
of the profession and reflect on learning 
gained through relevant work experience or 
observation. NB: Further details on specific 
work based experience requirements is 
available on the relevant degree programme 
pages. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The programme develops the skills needed for 
independent undergraduate study through 
varied learning and assessment methods. 
Students gain patient-focused practical 
experience and build the knowledge, skills, 
and professional attitudes required for careers 
in veterinary practice, research, business, or 
academia. It prepares students to meet 
professional standards, including Day One 
Competences, while encouraging lifelong 
learning, continued professional development, 
and responsiveness to the evolving needs of 
the veterinary profession. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Vet keep-in-touch days 
were really great. We did feel 

like we were part of the vet 
school even in Yr 0 and the 

days were very useful.  I 
found "gate-crashing" a Yr 1 

lecture particularly useful - it 
gives you a good heads up 

about what to expect for Year 
1 and it helps you prepare 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/courses/foundation-to-human-and-animal-health-professions-veterinary-science-year-0#about-this-course
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/courses/foundation-to-human-and-animal-health-professions-veterinary-science-year-0#about-this-course
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Additional Support 
 
University of Liverpool Scholarship and Bursaries for students  
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/ 

 

 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/
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University of Nottingham 

 
School of Veterinary Medicine and Science, College 
Road, Sutton Bonington, Loughborough, Leicestershire, 
LE12 5RD 
 
www.nottingham.ac.uk/vetveterinary-
enquiries@nottingham.ac.uk   

 

 

With a community of over 40,000 
students from more than 150 
countries, the University of 
Nottingham is a truly global 
university, with campuses in the 
UK, Malaysia and China. 

 

As a member of the prestigious 
Russell Group, we are proud to be 
renowned worldwide for our 
outstanding research-led teaching. 
We also top national and international university ranking tables. More University of 
Nottingham graduates enter highly skilled employment than any other UK university. 

 

You can find out about the University of Nottingham on our ‘why study with us’ page and 
browse the animal science and veterinary medicine courses we offer. 

 

mailto:veterinary-enquiries@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:veterinary-enquiries@nottingham.ac.uk
https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/our-universities
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/about/facts/rankings-and-achievements.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus/why-study/employability.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus/why-study/index.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus/ugstudy/See_all_courses.html?subject=Animal+and+agricultural+science
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus/ugstudy/See_all_courses.html?subject=Veterinary+medicine+and+science
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Pathways to Veterinary Medicine 
University of Nottingham Pathways to Veterinary Medicine 
Pathways Programmes 
 
Typical Dates: 18-month programme taking 
place in evenings after school 
Location: Online 
Age Range: Year 12 and Year 13 
Number of Places: 35 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
A programme of online, after-school skills 
workshops and information sessions, 
mentoring opportunities, networking events 
with leading professionals and a summer 
residential at the University of Nottingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
The essential criteria are as follows:  

• Studying in Year 12 in England or 
Wales, Year 13 in Northern Ireland 
or S5 in Scotland (or equivalent) 

• Attend, and have always attended, 
a state-funded school/college 
(non-fee paying) in the UK 

• Currently studying 3 or more A 
Levels including a science 

 
We are looking for students who also meet 
additional criteria, which can be found on 
the Pathways to Veterinary Medicine 
webpage.   
The more criteria you meet, the more likely 
you are to secure a place. You don't need to 
meet all the criteria to be eligible. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Students will have the chance to: 

• Hear from University of Nottingham 
Veterinary Medicine and Science staff 
and students about applications, 
admissions and career options 

• Take part in online academic taster 
sessions 

• Receive support with interview skills 
and preparation 

• Be supported to find work experience 
• Attend information sessions on 

university finance, accommodation, 
academic skills, community and 
support at university 

• Receive online mentoring from 
current UoN students 

• Access further support through the 
award-winning Sutton Trust Online 
platform 

• Receive continued support from the 
Sutton Trust Alumni Community 

The best thing was the staff 
answering all the questions 

and giving a really great 
insight 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/pathways-to-veterinary-medicine-and-animal-science.aspx
https://pathwaysprogrammes.suttontrust.com/career-pathways/veterinary-medicine/pathways-to-veterinary-medicine-at-university-of-nottingham
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/pathways-to-veterinary-medicine-and-animal-science.aspx
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Nottingham Sutton Trust Summer Schools Veterinary 
Medicine strand 
Nottingham Sutton Trust Summer School 
 
Typical Dates: Five days in July 
Location:  In-person at the University of 
Nottingham 
Age Range: Year 12 
Number of Places: 35 (only available to 
those already on the Pathways to Veterinary 
Medicine programme) 
Costs: Free 

 
Eligibility: 
Pathways to Veterinary Medicine participants 
are all offered the opportunity to attend the 
Nottingham Sutton Trust Summer School 

 
Description: 
The University of Nottingham Summer 
Schools are delivered in partnership with the 
Sutton Trust. They offer Year 12 students the 
opportunity to explore the university 
experience in depth, while developing the 
skills and knowledge required to progress 
onto the country’s top universities.  
 
During the in-person residential summer 
school you will spend five days at the 
university and enjoy a varied programme of 
activities – academic, social and personal 
development.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 

• Meet staff and Student 
Ambassadors from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Science 

• Participate in practical and 
observational subject taster 
sessions 

• Benefit from personal 
development sessions on applying 
to university, finance and living at 
university 

• Experience staying in a university 
hall of residence 

• Meet other students interested in 
veterinary medicine and animal 
science 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The week helped me realise that university isn’t just about learning, but also about 
building confidence, independence, and new skills. It made me feel more excited 

about the future and more sure about what I want to study. 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/sutton-trust-summer-school.aspx
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Guidance for Schools For Undergraduate  
Veterinary Medicine Applicants 
https://xerte.nottingham.ac.uk/play_49932#page1 
 
Typical Dates: Permanent Access 
Location: Online 
Age Range: Year 10-13 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: Free 

 
Eligibility: 
Open to all schools and general public 

 
Description: 
The University of Nottingham Vet School has 
created a web-based resource designed to 
provide Veterinary career, course and 
application information to school staff, so 
they can accurately and confidently support 
any students wanting to apply to a veterinary 
degree. It has resources designed to support 
students pre and post GCSE and to act as an 
‘One Stop’ information source for both staff 
and students. It was designed to help 
schools who had limited experience and 
expertise in supporting veterinary applicants. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 

• Downloaded resources: e.g. 
career insights to aid course 
decision making, work experience 
booking and reflections, wider 
reading. 

• Online live and pre-recorded 
training videos for staff covering 
the application process.  

• Interactive message board to 
allow for questions 

• Feedback form to allow for 
additional resources/information 
requests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

An excellent resource. I am so 
appreciative of this invaluable 

'go to' source of information 
for prospective Vet students 

as without it there is very little 
reliable guidance for them to 

access without having to pay a 
subscription since the 'EdVet' 

website was no longer 
supported 

https://xerte.nottingham.ac.uk/play_49932#page1
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Additional Support 
 
Dependent on programme completion, applicants may be eligible to apply for:  

• An enhanced contextual offer for some veterinary medicine courses at the 
University of Nottingham: contextual admissions policy 

• The Nottingham Potential Bursary NP Bursary 
 
Please note, both of these benefits are subject to change 

 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/ugstudy/applying/contextual-admissions-policy.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studywithus/ugstudy/articles/scholarships-and-bursaries-ug/bursaries/nottingham-potential-bursary.html
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Royal Veterinary College 

 
Royal College Street, London, NW1 0TU 
 
www.rvc.ac.uk  
admissions@rvc.ac.uk  

 

 

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC), 
University of London is one of the 
world’s leading veterinary and 
biological science institutions, 
renowned for pioneering approaches 
to teaching, research and cutting-
edge clinical provision. 

 

Founded in 1791, the RVC was the 
first veterinary institution in the 
English-speaking world and the driving force behind the establishment of the profession 
in the UK. Its Camden Campus, London offers the buzz of being based in the heart of 
the nation’s capital. In contrast, its Hawkshead Campus, Hertfordshire offers a more 
rural experience on a 575-acre site in the English countryside. Both campuses offer its 
global community of approximately 2,500 students a friendly and supportive 
environment with state-of-the-art facilities.  

 

The RVC offers a range of renowned undergraduate degrees.  

• Biological Sciences: Accredited by the Royal Society of Biology (RSB).  
• Veterinary Medicine (BVetMed): Accredited by the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons (RCVS), the European Association of Establishments for Veterinary 
Education (EAEVE) and the Council on Education of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA). Furthermore, RCVS accreditation enables BVetMed 
graduates to work in Ireland, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.  

• Veterinary Nursing: Accredited by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
(RCVS) and the European Accreditation Committee for Veterinary Nursing 
Education (ACOVENE). 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/
mailto:admissions@rvc.ac.uk
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/our-campuses/camden
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/our-campuses/hawkshead
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/biosciences
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/veterinarymedicine
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/veterinarynursing
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Afternoon Anatomy 
https://rvc.uk.com/afternoon-anatomy 

 

 
 
Typical Dates: Wednesday of each half term 
holiday 
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU, United Kingdom 
Age Range: 14-17 years  
Number of Places: 32 
Costs: Free (travel is not paid for but please 
consider our FSM travel bursary if you are 
eligible to cover the travel cost) 

 
Eligibility: 
To participate in this activity you must attend 
a non-selective state-funded (non-fee 
paying) school or college in the UK and 
priority will be given to those who meet a 
number of other Widening Participation 
criteria. 

 
Description: 
Afternoon Anatomy at the RVC is a hands-on 
event for Year 10–12 students interested in 
Biological Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, or 
Veterinary Nursing. Held at the Camden 
Campus in London, the session explores 
comparative physiology through interactive 
activities. Students take part in a Directed 
Learning session based on a simulated 
disease outbreak, an anatomy quiz using real 
animal specimens in the Anatomy Museum 
led by Mr Andrew Crook MBE, and a live 
animal experience with the Anatomy Team to 
explore physiology in context. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Gives you a chance to explore the different 
pathways at the RVC, ask questions and get 
a taste of what it is like to study at university 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Afternoon Anatomy was 
very insightful and informative. 

It allowed me to understand 
more about the university life, 

admissions information and the 
courses available. 

https://rvc.uk.com/afternoon-anatomy
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
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Scholars Programme 
https://rvc.uk.com/scholars-programme 
 
Typical Dates: One Saturday a month 
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU, United Kingdom & 
Hawkshead Campus, Hawkshead Lane, 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA, United 
Kingdom & Online 
Age Range: Year 12 (~17y.o) 
Number of Places: 10 
Costs: Free  

 
 

 
Eligibility: 
You must meet all of these:  

• Be a UK/Irish National resident in the UK 
or have settled status in the UK 

• Be a current Year 12 (England and 
Wales), Year 13 (Northern Ireland) or S5 
(Scotland) student 

• Predicted to meet the BVetMed 
academic entry requirements 

• And one of the following: 
• Attend a state-funded mainstream 

school, are currently in receipt of Free 
School Meals (FSM) whilst attending 
secondary school OR who have been in 
receipt of Fee School Meals (FSM) during 
their secondary education AND who will 
be under 21 when they join the course.  

• Asian or Asian British; Black, Black 
British, Caribbean or African; Mixed or 
multiple ethnic groups; or the Other 
ethnic group 

 
Description: 
The RVC Scholars Programme supports 
under-represented Year 12 students 
aspiring to study Veterinary Medicine at 
the RVC. Over 18 months, scholars 
develop application skills, confidence, 
and insight into university life through 
expert lectures, practical teaching, 
animal handling, group work, an 
admissions masterclass, and a zoo field 
trip. Students are mentored by RVC 
Student Ambassadors and supported by 
staff, alumni, and peers. The programme 
includes 17 Saturday events across the 
Camden and Hawkshead campuses. 
Scholars who later enrol in a full-time 
undergraduate course at the RVC can 
receive up to £3,000 annually for up to 
four years. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
You will have a chance to explore RVC 
academic, teaching and pastoral offerings. You 
will also receive mentorship, advice and 
support on applying to university.  
Furthermore, scholars who graduate from the 
scheme who subsequently join full time 
undergraduate study at the RVC will be awarded 
£3,000 for a maximum of 4 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The most valuable part of the 
scholars programme for me has 
been connecting with other like-

minded individuals that share the 
same passions as me, as well as 

having these informational sessions 
that further my understanding of the 

admissions process and the 
veterinary profession 

https://rvc.uk.com/scholars-programme
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Work Experience Support Programme 
https://rvc.uk.com/WEX 

 
Typical Dates: October Half Term,  February 
Half Term, August Summer Vacation 
Location: Hawkshead Campus, Hawkshead 
Lane, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA, 
United Kingdom 
Age Range: Year 12 (~17) 
Number of Places: 10-20 
Costs: Free  
 
 
Description: 
The RVC offers this programme to support 
students from under-represented 
backgrounds who have been unable to 
complete the required work experience for 
the BVetMed degree. Completing the 
programme fulfils the RVC’s work experience 
requirement for both the BVetMed and 
Accelerated BVetMed courses. The scheme 
is open only to students applying to the RVC 
through UCAS in October of that year. 
Successful applicants are also guaranteed 
an interview for the BVetMed or Accelerated 
BVetMed programme. 

 
Eligibility:  
To apply for the programme, students must 
be UK or Irish nationals living in the UK, or 
have settled status. Applicants must apply to 
the RVC’s BVetMed or Accelerated BVetMed 
course through UCAS by 15 October, meet or 
be predicted to meet the academic entry 
requirements, and not yet have completed 
the required 140 hours of work experience. 
Students must also either be under 21, 
attend a state-funded school, and have 
received free school meals, or belong to an 
under-represented ethnic group as defined 
by the UK government. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
If you are struggling to meet your work 
experience requirements, this programme 
will support your Work Experience hours for 
applying to Veterinary courses that have 
work experience requirements. 

 

 
 

 

https://rvc.uk.com/WEX
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Year 10 Easter School 
https://rvc.uk.com/year-10-vacation-school 
 

 
 
Typical Dates: Middle of the Easter Holidays 
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU, United Kingdom 
Age Range: Year 10 (14-15 years old) 
Number of Places: 50 
Costs: Free  

 
Eligibility: 
The Year 10 Easter School is a non-
residential, opportunity for current Year 10 
pupils who meet our Widening Participation 
eligibility criteria who live within a 50 mile 
radius of either of our campuses. 
 

 
Description: 
The RVC Easter School is a free, two-day, 
non-residential programme for Year 10 
students from under-represented 
backgrounds living within 50 miles of the 
Camden or Hawkshead campuses. Held at 
the Camden Campus in London, it 
introduces students to higher education and 
courses in Biological Sciences, Veterinary 
Medicine, and Veterinary Nursing. 
Participants experience university teaching 
through animal handling, anatomy 
investigations, and practical laboratory 
sessions, while being supported by Student 
Ambassadors and staff and connecting with 
other students interested in animal health 
and welfare. 
 

  

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Taking part in the Easter School gives 
students an early, free insight into university 
life and careers in biological sciences and 
veterinary fields through hands-on practical 
sessions, animal handling, and laboratory 
work. It helps build confidence, develop 
scientific skills, and clarify future study 
choices while offering support from staff and 
student ambassadors and the chance to 
connect with like-minded peers who share 
an interest in animal health and welfare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I'm really glad I was accepted to be 
here, thank you for this opportunity! I 

enjoyed how immersive the Easter 
School was. Despite feeling very 

nervous at first, I quickly felt 
welcomed and comfortable thanks 

to the student ambassadors who 
were super helpful and supportive. 

https://rvc.uk.com/year-10-vacation-school
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/our-campuses
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Year 11 Summer School 
https://rvc.uk.com/year-11-vacation-school 

 

 
 
Typical Dates: Last week of August 
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU United Kingdom & 
Hawkshead Campus, Hawkshead Lane, 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA, United 
Kingdom 
Age Range: Year 11 (15-16 years old) 
Number of Places: 50 
Costs: Free 

 
Eligibility: 
This Summer School is a non-residential, 
opportunity for current Year 11 pupils who 
meet our Widening Participation eligibility 
criteria, who live within a 50 mile radius of 
either RVC Campus.  
 

 
Description: 
The RVC Summer School is a free, three-day, 
non-residential programme for Year 11 
students from under-represented 
backgrounds living within 50 miles of the 
Camden or Hawkshead campuses. Designed 
for students interested in Biological 
Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, or Veterinary 
Nursing, the programme offers an immersive 
experience of studying at the RVC. 
Participants take part in practical activities, 
animal handling, and work experience while 
developing knowledge of biological and 
veterinary topics. Students also receive 
guidance on university planning and are 
supported throughout by Student 
Ambassadors and specialist staff. 

 

  

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The Summer School provides valuable 
hands-on experience in animal handling and 
practical science, helping students confirm 
their interest in biological and veterinary 
careers before applying to university. By 
experiencing two RVC campuses and 
receiving expert guidance from staff and 
student ambassadors, students build 
confidence, feel a sense of belonging in 
higher education, and gain the skills and 
insight needed to make well-informed 
university and career choices alongside like-
minded peers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting to go there genuinely means so 
much to me and getting the chance to 

speak to actual students was so special. 
RVC is such a warm and welcoming place, 
and I think it’s great how inclusive it is for 

everyone regardless of circumstance 

https://rvc.uk.com/year-11-vacation-school
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/widening-participation/eligibility
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Pre-Vet Summer School 
https://rvc.uk.com/pre-vet-summer-school 
 
Typical Dates: First two weeks of August 
Location: Hawkshead Campus, Hawkshead 
Lane, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA, 
United Kingdom & Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU, United Kingdom 
Age Range: 16+ years old 
Number of Places: 50 (with one space for a 
UK WP Scholar) 
Costs: There are no costs for the WP scholar 

 

 
Eligibility:  
In the application form you will be asked 
which RVC course you are most likely to 
consider applying to (post Summer School) 
from the following: Veterinary 
Gateway, Veterinary Medicine (5 
Year) or Graduate Accelerated Veterinary 
Medicine (4 Year). We will use the entry 
requirements from one of these pathways to 
assess your suitability for the Summer 
School. NB: Applicants will need to be on 
track to achieving these grades.  
The application form will require a reference 
to support your application, this should 
confirm your suitability for the programme 
both academically and 
professionally. Please click here to see an 
example of a suitable reference for Pre-Vet 
Summer School.  

 
Description: 
stablished in 2015, the RVC Pre-Vet Summer 
School is a 13-day residential programme at 
the Hawkshead Campus for students 
aspiring to study Veterinary Medicine. 
Participants gain 25–30 hours of veterinary 
work experience through placements in 
animal hospitals, farms, and clinical 
settings, alongside lectures, practical skills 
sessions, research projects, and simulated 
veterinary cases led by RVC staff. Students 
are mentored by Student Ambassadors and 
receive guidance on the university 
application process. The programme also 
includes a social schedule, with activities 
such as visiting London landmarks, 
attending a West End show, and animal 
handling experiences. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Experience life as an RVC student while 
developing academic knowledge, personal 
skills, and a deeper understanding of the 
veterinary profession. Gain practical 
experience through placements in clinical 
and animal handling facilities, alongside 
expert application guidance to help you 
achieve your potential. Join a supportive 
community of like-minded peers and build a 
lifelong network. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Pre-Vet Summer School has 
provided me with an invaluable 

opportunity to develop myself as a 
person and building confidence in 

myself. Through participating in 
placements, group activities and 

amazing social events, I was able to 
form long lasting connections with 

people from all around the globe 

https://rvc.uk.com/pre-vet-summer-school
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/veterinary-gateway#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/veterinary-gateway#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bachelor-of-veterinary-medicine#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bachelor-of-veterinary-medicine#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bvetmed-graduate-accelerated#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bvetmed-graduate-accelerated#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/Media/Default/RVC%20For%20All/Example-of-Reference.pdf
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Sutton Trust Summer School 
https://rvc.uk.com/sutton-trust-summer-school 

 

 
 
Typical Dates: Middle/End of August 
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU United Kingdom & 
Hawkshead Campus, Hawkshead Lane, 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 7TA, United 
Kingdom 
Age Range: Year 12 (17-18 years old) 
Number of Places: 50 
Costs: Free 

 
Eligibility: 
To be eligible* to apply for this programme, 
students must attend a state school and 
meet a number of other Widening 
Participation eligibility criteria such as being 
eligible for Free School Meals. 
Academic 
We will use the entry requirements from our 
Veterinary Gateway or Veterinary Medicine 
pathway to assess your suitability for the 
Summer School. NB: Applicants will need to 
be on track to achieving these grades. 

 
Description: 
The RVC Sutton Trust Summer School is a 
free, five-day residential programme for Year 
12, Year 13, or S5 students from under-
represented backgrounds. Based at the 
Hawkshead Campus, students take part in 
animal handling placements, lectures, 
practical clinical skills, research projects, 
and veterinary case studies across both the 
Hawkshead and Camden campuses. 
Participants are supported by Student 
Ambassador mentors and receive guidance 
on applying to Veterinary Medicine. The 
programme also includes a social schedule 
with activities that help students build 
friendships, confidence, and a sense of 
community while gaining insight into life at 
the RVC. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Students gain valuable experience, 
mentoring, application guidance, and 
confidence while joining a supportive 
community. Those who successfully 
complete the programme are also 
guaranteed an interview for their chosen RVC 
pathway, subject to meeting the entry 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I've made so many friends here and 
the whole experience has really 

made me so excited for university, 
especially as I wasn't too sure about 

it before this Summer School. We 
also got work experience that was 
unlike any other I've done, we were 

far more involved. 

https://rvc.uk.com/sutton-trust-summer-school
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Farm Vet Summer School 
https://rvc.uk.com/farm-veterinary-summer-school 

 

 
 
Typical Dates: Middle/End of August 
Location: Sparsholt College, Westley Lane, 
Sparsholt, Winchester, SO21 2NF, United 
Kingdom 
Age Range: 16+ years old 
Number of Places: 20 (2 places for 
scholars) 
Costs: Two merit based full fee-
waiver scholarship are available to a UK 
student who falls within our Widening 
Participation criteria. 

 
Eligibility: 
In the application form you will be asked 
which RVC course you are most likely to 
consider applying to (post Summer School) 
from the following: Veterinary 
Gateway, Veterinary Medicine (5 
Year) or Graduate Accelerated Veterinary 
Medicine (4 Year). We will use the entry 
requirements from one of these pathways to 
assess your suitability for the Summer 
School. Note; you need to be on track to 
achieving these grades.   

 
Description: 
The Farm Veterinary Summer School is a six-
day residential programme hosted at 
Sparsholt College in Hampshire for students 
interested in farm animal veterinary careers. 
Participants stay in en-suite accommodation 
with full-board catering while taking part in 
practical agricultural activities, including 
visits to livestock farms, dairy units, and 
abattoirs, alongside hands-on experience 
with a range of animals. The programme also 
features seminars and discussions on topics 
such as farm veterinary careers and the 
pharmaceutical industry. Students are 
supported throughout by farm animal 
veterinarians and current RVC students, 
helping them develop skills and professional 
networks. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Students gain valuable, verifiable work-
experience hours, a realistic insight into farm 
vet careers and veterinary study, and the 
chance to engage deeply with experts and 
peers, while also earning a certificate and 
reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Seeing behind the scenes on 
farms and doing practical work 

with the animals (e.g. milking and 
handling) really demonstrated to 

me how veterinary medicine 
works in a farm environment and 

how enjoyable it is. 

https://rvc.uk.com/farm-veterinary-summer-school
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/wpeligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/wpeligibility
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/veterinary-gateway#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/veterinary-gateway#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bachelor-of-veterinary-medicine#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bachelor-of-veterinary-medicine#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bvetmed-graduate-accelerated#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bvetmed-graduate-accelerated#tab-entry-requirements
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Animal Aspirations Day 
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/visit-the-rvc/animal-
aspirations-day 
 

 
 
Typical Dates: Spring Term  
Location: Camden Campus, Royal 
Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, NW1 0TU, United Kingdom 
Age Range: 11-15 years old 
Number of Places: 32 
Costs: Free (travel is not paid for but please 
consider our FSM travel bursary if you are 
eligible to cover the travel cost) 

 
Eligibility: 
Be in Year 7-10 and come from an ethnic 
minority background  
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Animal Aspirations Day gives young people 
interested in animals the chance to explore a 
wide range of animal-related careers and the 
pathways into them. Designed to support 
students from ethnic minority backgrounds 
underrepresented at the RVC, the event 
helps build confidence, motivation, and 
awareness of higher education 
opportunities. Participants can meet like-
minded peers, experience a university 
environment, and gain insight into future 
study and career options in a supportive 
setting. As a free programme hosted by the 
RVC, it aims to make these opportunities 
accessible to students who may face 
financial or educational barriers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Description: 
You'll get the chance to learn about careers 
working with animals, meet others with the 
same interests, and interact with some of 
our real live animals too! 
Animal Aspirations are a group of students 
who aim to encourage and inspire the next 
generation into animal-related professions 
and we would love to have you join us! In 
order to apply for the Animal Aspirations Day, 
you must be from an ethnic minority 
background, as young people from these 
backgrounds are currently underrepresented 
at the RVC. 
You are also more likely to be accepted onto 
the programme if you meet multiple 
other criteria, such as being eligible for Free 
School Meals or coming from an area with 
low participation rates in higher education. 
 

 

 

https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/visit-the-rvc/animal-aspirations-day
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/visit-the-rvc/animal-aspirations-day
https://www.animalaspirations.com/
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Get Your Grades Online 
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/meet-us/get-

your-grades-online-programme 
 
Typical Dates: April/May 
Location: Online 
Age Range: 14-16 years old 
Number of Places: Unlimited 
Costs: Free  
 
 
Description: 
This is a free six-week online GCSE science 
revision course for students in Years 10 and 
11, designed to support and improve science 
attainment. The sessions usually take place 
on Wednesday afternoons between 5.15 and 
6.15pm and begin in March for three weeks, 
with a further three weeks of revision 
continuing after the Easter holidays. 
Delivered in a webinar format, students will 
not be seen on screen and can interact 
through online question boards, where 
university students respond to anonymous, 
moderated questions. Follow-up activities 
are provided after each session to reinforce 
learning, and participants receive a PDF 
certificate upon completing the course. The 
programme aims to help increase GCSE 
Science grades and is also useful revision for 
A Level or BTEC students, covering Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics content aimed at 
Combined Science students working at 
grade 3 and above. 

 
Eligibility: 
None, anyone can attend 
 
 
 
 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Taking part in this online GCSE science 
revision course can help students strengthen 
their understanding of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics, leading to improved confidence 
and higher GCSE grades. The structured, 
expert-led sessions provide focused revision 
at a key point in the academic year, while the 
anonymous webinar format encourages 
students to ask questions without pressure. 
Support from university students offers 
relatable guidance and insight into further 
study, and the follow-up activities help 
reinforce learning between sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

"It helped me boost my 
confidence so I felt more 

comfortable with the content in 
the exams" 

"Useful tips you don't get told at 
school" 

 

https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/meet-us/get-your-grades-online-programme
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/rvc-is-open-for-all/visit-us/meet-us/get-your-grades-online-programme
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Additional Support 
 
Free School Meal Travel Bursary –  
The Royal Veterinary College (RVC) is committed to supporting under-represented students 
into higher education and to make applications to our institution.  We believe in the 
importance of being able to access on campus events as they allow prospective students to 
explore study options available to them, as well as receive advice and guidance; all of which 
enables students to make informed choices about the educational future. The RVC’s Free 
School Meals (FSM) Travel Bursary offers financial support for prospective students (in Years 
11–13)[who meet stipulated eligibility criteria] and a supporter to claim up to £150 to 
reimburse travel costs incurred whilst travelling to on campus event(s), up to twice an 
academic year. Eligibility for this bursary is targeted to support under-represented 
individuals, as we believe students from every background should be able to access advice, 
guidance and support in order to help them progress to and benefit from the transformative 
experience of higher education.  
 
Eligibility: Attend a state-funded mainstream school, are currently in receipt of Free School 
Meals (FSM) whilst attending secondary school OR who have been in receipt of Free School 
Meals (FSM) during their secondary education AND who will be under 21 when one plans to 
join their first undergraduate degree. 
 
NB: Free School Meal (FSM) documentation will be required to prove eligibility. 
 

https://rvc.uk.com/fsm-travel-bursary 
 
 
 
RVC Bursary Schemes – 
As a Home/UK Undergraduate student, if your household income is below £35,000 per year 
you’ll be eligible for the RVC Bursary. The Bursary is £1,000 per year and is paid directly to 
you in addition to the funding you are entitled to from student finance. As this is a bursary, 
you will not need to pay this money back.  The Bursary is paid in two instalments during the 
academic year and students do not need to apply for the Bursary.  
 
Students will automatically be assessed using the household income information they 
provide to student finance. 
 
The RVC Bursary Scheme will be available to students for each year of undergraduate study 
including those studying on Accelerated or BVetMed as a second degree.  
Students must be paying full tuition fees during the year of study to be eligible for the 
Bursary. 
 
Please note: The amount of bursary you receive is dependent on the Bursary Scheme 
available for the specific academic year you started your studies at the RVC and is fixed 
from that time forward. It will remain at this particular scheme for subsequent years of 
your Undergraduate course. 

https://rvc.uk.com/fsm-travel-bursary
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Eligibility:  

• The RVC Bursary Scheme will be available to students for each year of undergraduate 
study including those studying on Accelerated or BVetMed as a second degree 

• Students must be paying full tuition fees during the year of study 
• Students must have submitted their household income information to Student 

Finance (SFE/SFW/SAAS/SFNI). 
• Household income must be under £35,000 
• Students repeating a year of their course will still be entitled to the RVC Bursary as 

long as they remain entitled to financial support from Student Finance 
• Students studying for a second degree will still be entitled to the RVC Bursary as long 

as they remain entitled to financial support from Student Finance 
 
Link to find out more: www.rvc.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/rvc-bursary-uk-and-eu-
students 

 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/rvc-bursary-uk-and-eu-students
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/fees-and-funding/rvc-bursary-uk-and-eu-students
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SRUC (Scotland's Rural 
College) 
 
School of Veterinary Medicine and Biosciences, 
SRUC, Craibstone campus, Ferguson Building, 
Aberdeen, AB21 9YA, UK 
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/study-with-us/ school-of-
veterinary-medicine   
admissions@sruc.ac.uk  

 

 

Based in Aberdeen, Scotland’s Rural College 
(SRUC) has launched the nation's first new 
veterinary school in over 150 years. The 
school offers a dynamic, five-year Bachelor 
of Veterinary Science (BVSci) degree 
purposefully designed to combat critical 
professional shortages across the UK in rural 
and mixed veterinary practices, livestock 
health, and food safety. 

To achieve this mission, the School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Biosciences takes a 
highly practical, distributed approach to 
education. Rather than relying solely on 
traditional university teaching hospitals, the 
curriculum embeds students directly into 
real-life clinical practices to gain authentic, hands-on experience. Furthermore, the 
program features an innovative, integrated tertiary model. This unique pathway allows 
students completing Higher National Diploma (HND) courses to transition seamlessly 
straight into the veterinary degree program. By emphasizing rural medicine, animal 
welfare, and food production alongside flexible educational entry routes, SRUC is 
actively expanding access to the profession while directly resolving vital industry skills 
shortages. 

 

mailto:admissions@sruc.ac.uk
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VetExplore 2026 
Widening Participation & Outreach 
 
Typical Dates: Late March-Early April 
Location: Craibstone Campus, Aberdeen 
Age Range: S3 
Number of Places: 30 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
There is a poor gender balance within 
veterinary degree programmes in the UK, 
with vet schools only having around 20% 
male students. Fewer boys are applying to 
vet school, and we want to change that. 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Open to male students only 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 

• Engagement in a range of practical 
activities that inspire students about 
veterinary medicine. 

• Learn about a range of career options 
within veterinary medicine. 

• Provide information on applying to 
study veterinary medicine and 
sources of support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/study-with-us/school-of-veterinary-medicine-and-biosciences/widening-participation-outreach/
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REACH North 
Widening Participation & Outreach 
 
Typical Dates: Throughout the year (prior to 
University application) 
Location: Hosted by Aberdeen University 
Age Range: S4-S6 
Number of Places: N/A 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
The REACH programme provides 
information, advice and support to 
pupils wishing to apply for a 
professional degree course such as 
veterinary medicine. 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Pupils from state schools in Aberdeen City, 
Aberdeenshire, Moray, The Highlands, 
Orkney and Shetland who fulfil any of the 
REACH entry criteria below. 
Resident in a SIMD20 (quintile 1) or SIMD40 
(quintile 2) postcode area according to the 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
Care experienced 
A young carer - i.e. you look after a relative 
with a disability, illness, or addiction 
Estranged - i.e. living without a family 
support network 
Eligible for free school meals 
Eligible for an educational maintenance 
allowance (EMA) 
A refugee or asylum seeker 
Resident in an area considered to be Remote 
& Rural (4-8 on the 8 fold Urban Rural 
Classification). 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The programme offers a range of on campus 
activities, career exploration days, 
shadowing and application support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/study-with-us/school-of-veterinary-medicine-and-biosciences/widening-participation-outreach/
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National School Programme (Aspire North, LEAPS, Lift Off 
and Focus West) 
About us | AspireNorth 
LEAPS Home | LeapsOnline 
Lift Off┃Managing Higher Education (Shep) in Fife & Tayside 
The Programme - FocusWest 
 

 

 
Typical Dates: Throughout the year 
Location: In school (throughout Scotland) 
Age Range: S3-S6 
Number of Places: N/A  
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
The National Schools Programme provides 
support for school students aiming to apply 
to HNC and degree level courses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Pupils from state schools in the North of 
Scotland (ASPIRE North), Fife and Tayside 
(Lift Off), South East Scotland and Forth 
valley area (LEAPS) and in Western Scotland 
(Focus West). 
Eligibilty criteria differs according to regional 
programme but generally the following 
criteria are used: 

• Have the academic ability to achieve 
at least 2 or 3 Highers by the end of 
their school journey 

• Care Experienced 
• ASN-Additional Support Needs 
• Asylum Seekers/Refugees 
• Live in a SIMD 20/40 postcode area 
• ESOL -English as a second language 
• Adverse Family Circumstances 
• In receipt of free school meal 
• Young Carers 
• Rural Isolation 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The types of student support differs 
according to age (S3-S6) but include support 
for: 

• Navigating Higher Education 
• Study skills 
• Course search workshop 
• 1:1 interviews 
• UCAS application 
• SAAS funding application 
• Results day support and guide to 

clearing 
 
 

 

 

https://www.aspirenorth.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.leapsonline.org/
https://www.lift-off.org.uk/
https://www.focuswest.org.uk/the-programme/
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Scottish Wider Access Programme (SWAP) (Access to 
Medical Studies programme) 
Scottish Wider Access Programme 
 
Typical Dates: August-June 
Location: Colleges throughout Scotland 
Age Range: Adults who are returning to 
education after a gap, and who have the 
motivation and ability to go on to study at 
university or for a higher level qualification 
(HNC) at college. 
Number of Places: N/A 
Costs: Free 
 
Description: 
SWAP provides several different programmes 
to prepare students for entry to University 
courses, including an Access to Medical 
Sciences programme. 
All SWAP progressions to degrees are 
subject to completion of all the SQA units 
plus Prep for HE, and a satisfactory student 
profile 
 

 
Eligibility: 

• Out of full-time education for 3 years  
• Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics at 

a minimum level of NAT5 or equivalent. 
• For SWAP West requirements are 5 

years out of education with SCQF 6+ 
qualifications. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 
Modules within the programme upskill 
students in academic subjects and prepare 
students for University applications and 
preparedness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scottishwideraccess.org/home
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Rural Veterinary Technology HND 
HND Rural Veterinary Technology | SRUC 
 
Typical Dates: September-June (2 years) 
Location: SRUC Craibstone Campus, 
Aberdeen 
Age Range: Adults who are returning to 
education after a gap, and who have the 
motivation and ability to go on to study at 
university or for a higher level qualification 
(HNC) at college. 
Number of Places: 30 
Costs: Scottish domicile (Student Awards 
Agency Scotland). RUK £7250 p/a. 
 
 
Description: 
Students who do not meet BVSci entry 
requirements may apply to our DipHE level 
programme in Rural Veterinary Technology*. 
For students achieving overall 70% in DipHE 
(along with having achieved BBC in Scottish 
Highers (including Biology at B plus one 
other science subject, or equivalent) will be 
guaranteed an interview for the BVSci degree 
but does not guarantee direct entry. (* 
subject to validation) For Scottish domiciled 
students (along with having achieved AABBB 
in Scottish Highers including 2 science 
subjects or equivalent) the one year CertHE 
in RVT is available. Such students achieving 
overall 70% in CertHE are guaranteed an 
interview for the BVSci but not direct entry. 
Students who do not progress onto the BVSci 
can progress to the 2nd year of the DipHE 
RVT. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eligibility: 
Higher BBC (to include Biology at B plus one 
other science subject). National 5s in 
English, Maths and a science subject 
(Grades A-C). 
A Levels BC (to include Biology at B plus one 
other science subject). GCSEs in English, 
Maths and a science subject (Grades 9/A*-
4/C). 
JCPA including English, Maths and science, 
plus 3 Irish Leaving Certificate subjects at 
Higher Level at H3, H3, H3, including two 
science subjects (Agricultural Science, 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics). 
International Baccalaureate - achieving 
minimum overall score of 26 points with 
Higher Level Biology at minimum of 5 and 
minimum of 4 at Higher level in another 
science subject. Plus minimum of Standard 
Level Maths and English. 
 
Benefits of Taking Part 
The course will provide training for a career 
as a large animal veterinary technician and 
provide an educational platform for students 
to enrol onto accreditation courses for Meat 
Hygiene Inspection, for example the level 2 
Certificate for Proficiency in Poultry Meat 
Inspection and the level 4 Diploma for 
Proficiency in Meat Inspection. In addition, 
the course offers a progression route onto 
BVSci veterinary medicine at SRUC SVMB for 
students who have not obtained the 
standard entry tariff for veterinary medicine. 
Students who gain 30 credits with distinction 
+ A’s in both Graded Units will be eligible to 
apply to the BVSci Veterinary Science. 

 

82% of RAH students were 
satisfied overall with their 
course (data supplied by 

Discover Uni). 

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/course-catalogue/rural-animal-health/hnd-rural-animal-health/
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University of Surrey 

 
VSM Building, University of Surrey, Daphne Jackson 
Road, Guildford, GU2 7AL 
 
www.surrey.ac.uk/school-veterinarymedicine  
 
admissions@surrey.ac.uk  

 

 

Established in 2014 and located in 
Guildford, the University of Surrey 
School of Veterinary Medicine offers 
a highly practical, five-year BVMSci 
(Hons) program that seamlessly 
integrates a "One Health" approach, 
merging animal medicine with 
human health, public safety, and 
environmental studies. Widely 
recognized for its excellence, the 
school ranks sixth in the UK in the 
Complete University Guide and 
fourth for overall student satisfaction 
in the National Student Survey. 

From their very first year, students engage in hands-on animal handling and clinical 
training. Rather than relying on a traditional teaching hospital, Surrey utilizes an 
extensive network of external veterinary partners and clinical placements to deliver 
authentic, real-world experience. 

This practical training is heavily supported by world-class campus facilities. Students 
learn inside the 11 million pound Veterinary Pathology Centre, which stands as one of 
Europe’s largest and most sophisticated pathology facilities. The campus also features 
large animal clinical skills areas and a specialized mock veterinary practice named 
"Fledglings," which provides realistic, high-fidelity environments for crucial triage 
training. This powerful combination of cutting-edge facilities and distributed clinical 
partnerships ensures graduates enter the profession highly capable and confident. 

 

http://www.surrey.ac.uk/school-veterinarymedicine
mailto:admissions@surrey.ac.uk
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Year 12 Residential Veterinary Medicine Summer School 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/sixth-form-colleges/residential-
summer-schools 
 
Typical Dates: End of June / Beginning of July 
Location: University of Surrey 
Age Range: 16-17 years old 
Number of Places: 30 
Costs: Free of charge - including travel 
bursary in order to attend, accommodation 
and three meals a day whilst at the summer 
school. 
 
Description: 
As part of the summer school, you will get to 
experience life as a Surrey Vet - from taking 
part in practical hands-on workshops 
learning clinical skills, to attending lectures 
on key veterinary topics. All sessions will 
take place in our state-of-the-art Surrey Vet 
School and be led by the school’s 
academics. You’ll also get to meet some of 
our current vet students who will be on hand 
throughout the week to help out and answer 
all your vet school questions. After a day of 
academic tasters, evening time at the 
summer school provides an opportunity to 
relax and have fun with newfound friends 
while enjoying a range of exciting social 
experiences, including sports tasters, 
quizzes and more!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Eligibility: 
Summer school places are awarded based 
on strand capacity and eligibility. To apply, 
applicants must meet at least one of the 
following criteria: 

• Disadvantaged Background: From a 
low-participation or highly deprived 
neighborhood (POLAR4, IMD, or 
TUNDRA quintiles 1 or 2, verifiable via 
our postcode checker). 

• Financial Need: Eligible for free 
school meals (last six years) or a 16–
19 bursary. 

• Personal Circumstances: Care-
experienced, a young carer, estranged 
from family, a forced migrant 
(refugee/asylum seeker), or from a 
military family. 

• Health & Disruption: Diagnosed 
disability, long-term health condition, 
or significant disruption from 
illness/personal circumstances. 

• Underrepresented Groups: Black, 
Asian, Minority Ethnic, or Gypsy, 
Roma, and Traveller communities. 

 
Benefits of Taking Part 

• Invitation to AIM4University – a six 
week programme providing advice, 
information and mentoring in support 
of your UCAS application - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-
colleges/online-activity 

• Eligible for an In2Surrey 
contextualised offer and transition 
programme - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-
colleges/in2surrey 

 
 
 

I’m so happy I’ve had this 
opportunity… It has been an 

amazing week and I have learnt 
so much - I’m more sure than 

ever that I want to do this 
course. 

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/sixth-form-colleges/residential-summer-schools
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/sixth-form-colleges/residential-summer-schools
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/online-activity
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/online-activity
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/in2surrey
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/in2surrey
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Additional Support 
Additional support for prospective University of Surrey Students -  

• Travel bursary for attending Open and Applicant Days - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/visit-university/travel-bursary-campus-tours-open-
days-and-offer-holder-events 

 

Additional support for University of Surrey Students –  

• Battersea Scholarship for a student from a care-experienced background - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-
bursaries/battersea-scholarship 

• Care Leaver and Estranged Student Bursary - https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-
and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/care-leaver-and-estranged-student-
bursary 

• Forever Surrey Scholarship for a student from a widening participation 
background - https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-
bursaries/forever-surrey-scholarship 

• The Sam and John Dawson Care-Experienced Scholarship - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/sam-
and-john-dawson-care-experienced-scholarship 

• The Burton Scholarship for a student with a household income of £40,000 or 
less - https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-
bursaries/burton-scholarship 

• The University of Surrey Bursary for a student from a low income household - 
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-
bursaries/university-surrey-bursary 

 

Full list of University of Surrey Scholarships and Bursaries –  

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-
bursaries?field_subject_grouping_target_id_ini=All&field_site_sections_target_id=All&fi
eld_academic_dpt_target_id=&field_scholarship_target_id= 

 

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/visit-university/travel-bursary-campus-tours-open-days-and-offer-holder-events
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/visit-university/travel-bursary-campus-tours-open-days-and-offer-holder-events
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/battersea-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/battersea-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/care-leaver-and-estranged-student-bursary
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/care-leaver-and-estranged-student-bursary
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/care-leaver-and-estranged-student-bursary
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/forever-surrey-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/forever-surrey-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/sam-and-john-dawson-care-experienced-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/sam-and-john-dawson-care-experienced-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/burton-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/burton-scholarship
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/university-surrey-bursary
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries/university-surrey-bursary
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries?field_subject_grouping_target_id_ini=All&field_site_sections_target_id=All&field_academic_dpt_target_id=&field_scholarship_target_id=
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries?field_subject_grouping_target_id_ini=All&field_site_sections_target_id=All&field_academic_dpt_target_id=&field_scholarship_target_id=
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/fees-and-funding/scholarships-and-bursaries?field_subject_grouping_target_id_ini=All&field_site_sections_target_id=All&field_academic_dpt_target_id=&field_scholarship_target_id=
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